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Mr. Drew will give a little consideration.
There is no definition in the Bill of the word
“sustenance,” Strictly speaking, if one
eame to construe it in a court of law it would
be said that all wages or salaries were paid
for sustenance. Of course we kuow what
is meant by Mr, Drew, but it is just as well
to make it clear by a shevt definition of the
word.

Progress repovted.

House adjourned at 10.50 powm,

TLcgislative Hssembly,
Weduesday, 3th November, 1932,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at +.30
paun., and read prayers.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL,

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: What was the monthly annlytical test
of coal supplied to Government depart-
menis from eaeh loeal mine respectively
from the 30th December, 1931, to the 30th
June, 19327

The MINISTER FGR MINES replied:
Presuming that the calorific values are re-
quired they are expressed hercunder in Brit-
ish thermal units as follows:—

Co-operative  Mines—January, 10,316;

PFebruary, 10,106; March, 10,092; April,
10,657; May, 10,186; June, 10,313.
Proprietary Mine—dJanuary, 9,805; Feh-
ruary, 9,584; DMareh, 9,445; April,
9,567; May, 9,481; June, 9457.
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Stockton Mine—Jannary, 9,313; Febru-
ary, 9,230; March, 9,570; April, 9,282;
May, 9,221; June, 9,232,

Cardiff Mine—January, 5966; Febroarvy,
9,240; Alarch, 9,080; April, 9,153; Mav,
%024 June, 9,039,

Griffin Mine—January, 10,447,
10,224; March, 10,182; April,
May, 10,275: June, 10,092,

Febroary,
10,234;

QUESTION—SLEEFER CONTRACT.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Did
the Deputy Premier send the following mes-
sage to him in  Melbourne :—“Ascertain
from Commissioner Conumonwealth Railways
the cause of delay, if any, for pavment of
sleepers on account of Sleigh’s contract? 2,
If so, what was the nature of the reply re-
ceived by the Deputy Premier? 3, Is he
aware that the cutters have satisfactorily
cut all the sleeper orders given them hy
Sleigh's agent in Western  Australia, and
that the sleepers were shipped some time ago,
and so far no money payments have heen
made fur them? 4, Is it a fact that Sleigh’s
sleeper contract owes to the Yorests Depart-
ment for rovalty for sleepers cut
under the contract? 35, Is he aware that
Sleigh’s agent in Western Australia is get-
ting some of the cntfers to sign affidovits
ihai they have noen paid in arder o geb
Bleigh’s money from the Commonwealth
Railway Department, when, in fact, the men
have received no paymeunts whatever? 6,
Will he lake steps to induce the Common-
wealth Railways to cuncel Sleigh’s eontract
for non-fulfihnent of the provisions, and
pay the cutters out of the money owing
ander the eontract for the quota of sleepers
¢ut by each man?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
Commonwealth Railways advised that the
eontract provided for the submission by
Sleigh of a declaration that all accounts had
heen paid, and on submission of that de-
clavation payment would be made. 3, No.
The matter is not the coneern of the State
Government s the contract is  hetween
Steigh and the Commonwealth Railways
Commissioner. 4, Moneys are owing to the
Forvests Department hy permit holders who
have supplicd sleepers under this contraci.
5, Answered by 3. 6, The Siate Guvern-

money
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ment is no party to the contraet and whn
take no action, bul the individuals concerned
may. [ understand that the Commissioner
of Commonwealth Railwavs has power un-
der the econtract to make ~uch
direct.

payments

QUESTION—ARBITRATION C{OURT.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM  (without notiee)
asked the Premier: Will he remind the At-
torney Ceneral that he has not  kept his
promise to lay on the Table the papers re-
lating to the ('rown Law. Department and
the Arhitration Court?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.
sible, 1 will get the papers.

Hon. A. McCallum: They should be tabled
before we renew the discussion on the Esti-
mates of the Attorney General’'s Depart-
ment.

The PREMIER: Yes,

If pos-

ASSENT TO BILLS,.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifving assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:—

1. Kast Perth Cemeteries,

2. Supply Bill (Ne. 2), £860,001.

3, State Trading Concerns Act JAmend-

ment (No. 1).

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands, and
read a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1932-3,
Tw Committee of Sunply.

Resumed from the previeus day: Mr.
Richardsen in the Chair.

Dapariment of Agriculture (Hon. P. D.
Ferguson, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £38,137:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. P, D. Ferzuson, Irwin-Moore) [4.387:
In introducing the Estimates T would like
members to earry their minds back to the
days hefore there was a Departmeni of
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Agriculture in Western Australia, In 1890,
when Weoestern Australin was granied re-
sponsible Government, the late Lord Forrest
was appointed Premier, and with that tore-
sight and inteition with which he woas <o
ahundamly blessed, he vi:ualised some of
the agricultural  possibilities  of Western
Australia. T say “some” of the agricultural
possibilitics hecause many of them lhave not
bheen visunalised np fo this moment.  After
the esiablishment of responsible Government,
the lare Lord Forrest rought into operation
what was theu known as the Bureaun of Aeri-
cilture.  The functions of the burean were
to advise the Government of the day on at-
ters pertaining to the establishment of the
agricultural  industry, and te advise and
assist those who were already engaged in the
industry, It is interesting to note that the
first mewmbers of the Bureau of Agrieulture
were Charles Harper, J. C. . Amberst, W
Paterson, . H. Plesse, and A. R. Richard-
son.  All those gentlemen were at one time
members of fthis HMouse. Quite a number
have had =ons in Parlinment, and all of them
have =ons or grandszons who are taking a
prominent part in the developtment of the
agricuttural indnstry in various parts of the
State. The PBurean of Agriculture was
placed under the Minislerial zontrol of the
then Commissioner for ('rown Lands, Eon.
Ceorge Throssell. He was appointed the
first Minister for Agriculture in Western
Australia, aad a grandson of the first Min-
ister for Agriculture is to-day a valued
olficer of the depariment. The first secre-
tary was the late Mr. Lindley Cowen. 1In
looking up the enrly history of the depart-
ment, I ascertained that in 1898 Mr. Cowen
penned the following recommendation to his
Minister, in which he suggested the forma-
tion of a Department of Agriculture to take
the plaee of the then Bureau of Agriculture.
This iz what he said—

It is better to be aveused of being too far
ahead of the times than behind them. The
averaue agrienlturist is slow to learn, and T
would sopgest that every effort should he
made o instruct the people ioldly in the

po-sibilities of the futore and let the present,
whiecl is prosperous, take care of itself.

The Hon, Gevrze Thros<ell appended the
following minute to that recommendation :—

Excellent! We shall suceeed,  The sdueca-
tion of thc people is our first duty, and mnst
be reparded as one of the main factors to
natiomal wealth.
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That was the heginning of the Department
¢f Agriculture, which had its birthday just
34 years ago, and that is the spirit which has
actuated the officers of the department since
its inception in 1888, Ever sinee its forma-
tion, it has been housed in the historie build-
ing in St. George's-terrace, which a few
yvears ago before housed not only the De-
partment of Agriculture but every depart-
ment of State, When we realise that to-danv
the State departments are scattered all over
the metropolitan area, it is interesting to
know that every civil servant in the nineties
was housed in the building that accommo-
dates the Department of Agrienlture to-day.
From those small beginnings the department
has progressed, until to-day it is regarded
as one of the most up-to-date Departments
of Agriculture in the British Empire. 1
think it can be claimed as a fact that, largely
as a result of the activities of the depart-
ment, the handful of people engaged in agri-
culture in Western Australia are deing more
to win weaith from the soil than any similar
number of people in any other part of the
world. While T wish to give pride of place
for that wonderful achievement: to those who
are engaged in practical agriculture, I wish
fo add that the seientists attached to the de-
partment have assisted them in a material
degree. The Director of Agriculture, Mr.
Sutton, who has devoted the hest wvears
of a husy life v tha da.
partment, has been singularly fortunate in
gathering around lim a staff of seientists
who have done such good work in
assistine  our  practical  agriculturists.
The memher for South Fremantle {Hon.
A. MeCallum) referred last night, in denl-
ing with edueation matters, to the activities
of one or two officers of the department.
The spirit that animates the officers to whom
e referred, is also apparent in the work of
others engaged in the department. Tlach of
them is out to do his bhest in the interests
of the pariicular seetion of agricultural
praetice with which he is eoncerned. I shall
deal with some of the activities of the de-
partment during last vear, The veterinary
braneh in partieular has heen singularly
fortunate and suecessful in its work. OQur
stock people have had to encounter fairly
dilficult propositions in relation to some of
the diseases that have troubled our flocks
and herds. There is the braxy.like disease
in sheep, a complaint somewhat similar to
one ihat has existed in older countries of

" N
e work of
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the world for many years past, and to the
task of combating which, the best brains
available there have been applied to ascer-
tain the cause and to discover a eure. Dr.
Bennetts, one of the veterinary offi-
cers of the department, has achieved
wonderful snccess in  dealing with the
disense. He has definitely aseertained
the eanse of it and during reeent
months has told the sheep men of the
State the cure for it. He has advocated
the inoculation of the sheep and the depart-
ment has arranged with the Commonwealth
Serum Laboratory for the manufactore of
a serum that is to-day being distributed to
the sheep men in the distriets concerned.
where the braxy-like disease is most preva-~
lent. The losses to our flocks have de-
creased appreciably as the resul{ of Dr.
Bennetts' work, and experiments have
shown, when comparisons have heen made
hetween inoculated sheep and a similar num-
her of sheep running on similar farms un-
der similar conditions, that the benefits from
inoculation have been pronounced. The .
eost of inoculation is 134d. per sheep, and
this year 15,000 sheep have been inoculated
throughont the State. Anocther disease
known as toxic paralysis or hotulism has
also received the atiention of the depart-
mental officers, who have heen similarly sue-
cessful in their efforts. In road hoard dis-
tricts alone 8,800 deaths from that disease
occurred among the sieep. adviss of
the departmental oilicers to the sheep own-
ers was that the disease would be consider-
ably lessened if they used di-calcie licks, and,
in consequence, the use of those licks has
had a marked cffect where the disease has
been so prevalent. We look forward to the
time when the advice of the experts in that
direction will be followed to a much greater
degree, with a consequent marked saving of
the life of sheep, the denth of which repre-
sents a considerable economic loss fo the
State as a whole. In portions of the South-
West, particularly in the Manjimup avea,
where the advice of the depurtmental offi-
cers has heen followed by dairymen, we are
informed that there has heen a great im-
provement in the condition of the stoek.
Twao of the departmental officers are also
engaged in connection with a disease known
as the Denmark wasting disease, regarding
which tbe member for Albany (Mp, Wans-
brough) is so concerned. The investigations
have heen proceeding for quite a long time,

me.
Py
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and some ol the stock owners appear to be
somewhat impatient. [t must be remem-
bered, however, that experiments of this
nature are slow and scientists do not make
announcemnents regarding the results of their
work wuntil they have achieved something
worthy of publication. [ helieve we are on
the right track towards discovering the
cause of the wasfing disease at Denmark,
amnd when we do rveach that poeint, we shall
make the particulars public. Last vear we
lost the seivices of a valuable veterinary
seientist when Mr. Ohman left the depart-
ment. lle was trained ip the department
as a endet and passed the necessary evamin-
ations, after which, unfortunately, we lost
hiz serviees. He was offered a far better
position in Queensland and natarally he took
it. In his place we have appointed Dr.
Btewart, who arrived vecentlv from the
Fast, and he has taken up the work that
wis formerly earvied out by AMre, Ohman.
Trring the past vear, members have shown
considerable interest in the work earried
out hy the Government in subsidising the
purchase of stallions and bulls. During the
past 12 months we subsidized the purchase
" of stallions at a cost of £1,300, which, with
£3,347 :pent in a similar direction in
previous years, represented a total of
£4,847 spent as subsidy on the purehase
of G0 stallions. T believe the vesult of that
expenditure will be seen in the marked im-
provement in the tvpe of draught horses
in the agrienltural distriets. Tf we sav
that those G0 stallions, during their useful
working life, will he capahle of getling 30
foals cach per vear, it will represent an
increase of 1,800 foal~. T arn hopeful that
the subsidy will he continued in futurve,
because I do not know of any hetter means
hy which we can increase the number anl
quality of our draught borzes, With regard
to the bull subsidy, we spent £203 last
year, which, with the expenditure in pre-

vious vears of €033, pave a fotal of
£1,155  provided 1oward- the parchas:
of 04 bulls at an average cost of
£12 65 7d. to tle department. If mem-

bers will take the trouble to travel through
the dairving diztriets ot the State, I am
sure they will note the marked improve-
ment that has taken place in the quality
of the daiiv cows ax a resuli of the provi-
sion of the pure-bred bulls, The dairyving
industry has made wreater sirides in de-
velopment than has any other branch of
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agricultural practice in Western Awnstralia,
In 1921 for the first time in the history ot
the State, we embarked upon the expor-
tation of butter, and we sent 23,000 cases
overseas. I hope that the quantity will
be increased 100 per cent. this year. What
i1s more important, however, is that 93 per
cent. of that butter was graded as first-
class quality, or better, by the Common-
wealth Butter Grader. That iz a perform-
ance that has never heen excelled, or even
equalled, by any other Stale in Australin
sn tar as the proportion of first, or better,
quality  butter hore to the whole of the
quantity exported. TF we continue to
maintain the standard that we have set
in the first year of our exportation, we-
shall do very well indeed.

Hon. M. T. Troy: You are talking about
export butter exclusively?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURLE:
Yes.

on. M. F. Troy: That i« casily ex-
plained.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was making a comparison between the
hutter we exported in the first year and L
pointed out that no other State in Aus-
tralia had ever heen able to claim that 93
per cent. of the export butter sent out dur-
ing the first year that trade was embarked
upon, was of first-elass, or better, quality.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The quantity exportel
was small; the rest was consumed loeally.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I kunow (hat a ot of the butter that
warx  consumed loeallv  was  not  graded
by Commonwealth  officers, Mt I have
pointed out the position regarding the
25,60 eases that were exported last vear.
That is very ereditable for our first year
in the export trade. Wz have 99,187
dairy rows in the State and last vear they
prodneed 10,115,832 1bs. of butter and in
round figures 30,000,000 gallon~ of whole
wilk.

Hon. AL F. Trov: How much butier did
vou say was exported last vear!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We exported 25,000 cases.

Hon. M. F. TROY: What proportion of
the butter prodnced was esported !

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We exported 25,000 eases ouf of 10.000,000
Ihs. produeed. Side by side with the der
velopment of the dairying industry, ha-
grown up the pig-raising industry. W
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have now in this State 120,000 pigs and
last year we exported 220,000 tbs. of pork
and bacon. That is a trade that is caleu-
lated to increase considerably and ulti-
mately should reach considerable propor-
tions in Western Australia. At the present
time when wheat is being sold at less than
3s. a bushel, it is obvions that it would
pay to turn the wheat into bacon and pork.
Speaking to a man who grows his own
wheat and turns it into pork, I was told
last week that he valued his wheat on the
basis of his returns from pork at 4s. per
bushel on the farm.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Do your depart-
mental officers endorse those figures 9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T do not know that they do, but the man
who informed me of his results was a prac-
tical farmer. He assured me that he
valued his wheat at that figure as a re-
sult of feeding it to his pigs. In the south-
west portion of the State, pastures have
been developed side by side with the dairy-
ing industry and we have now 338,371 acres
under pasture. Last year we were able to
make 17,000 tons of silage. I: is a faet that
money spent in the South-Wesl on irrigation
and other schemes has contributed largely
to that achievement, To-day we have 14
hutter factories, two condensed milk factor-
ies and one cheese factory operating in the
State.  Much svnerimenfal work has been
carried out in the South-West regarding the
establishment of pastures and that work has
been assisted materially by the officers of
the Agricultural Department. We have 95
plots established in various parts of the
State. There are pasture nursery plots
established in  conjunction with Cuming
Smith and Mt. Lyvell Fertilisers Lid., of
which there are 72 in different loealities
throughout the South-West. Then there are
the experiments in the semi-hottle hbrush
conntry west of PDenmark, where we have
two plots.  Also, we have pasture and fod-
der variety trial plots nt Denmark, Bussel-
ton and Perth, and we have oat variety and
wheat grain trial plots at Willinms Baxy,
Hester, Balingup, Donnybrook, Waroona,
Brunswick, Dardanup, Jardee, and two at
Denmark.  Tast year pastur: experiments
and grazing trials were cnrvied ont in eon-
Junetion with the British Chemieal Indus-
tries Ltd. at Serpentine, Wonnernp and
Kulikup. Pasture vartety, mannrial and
grazing trials were earried out at Wokalup,
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Harvey, Busselton, Quarrum, and Denmark.
During the butter export season we had a
visit from Mr. P. J. Carrel, the Common-
wealth Supervisor of Dairy Exports. In
a report he made to his Minister on his re-
turn to Melbourne, he said he was convinced
that the .Commonwealth production of dairy
products would be greatly augmented by the
big development that was bound to take
place in Western Australia and expressed
the view that, provided striet attention were
given to the essentials of high quality but-
ter production, butter from this State would
be equal to that from any of the other
States., He also said he was greatly im-
pressed with the prospects ahead of the pas-
ture lands and the proper treaiment and the
importation of dairy stock from high pro-
dneing strains in the Eastern States, must
prove of great value to the industry. Quite
a number of the very best dairying strains
of stock have been imported from the
Eastern States and are scattered abouf the
various dairying and breeding districts of
the State. A question of all-absorbing in-
terest to me, and I know fo many other
members of this Chamber, is the work that
is, being carried on by the State experimen-
tal farms. Some people have stated that
these farms are not a sucecess because they
do not pay. No experimental farm in the
world has ever paid. I have heard it said
on one or two oteasions that they are not
a snecess unless they are a finaneial scecess.
I do not subscribe to that idea at an. Tt
is a fact that they carry ont a very great
deal of experimental work.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: They were never
established with the idea of being a finan-
cial suecess.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Of course they were not. There would he no
justification for their estahlishment if they
were to he conduneted as commercial farms.
Commereial farming should be left to the
farmers of the State; that is not the duty
of the Department of Agriculture. I main-
tain it i3 the duty of the Government to
carry on experimental farms and T trust
they will he carried on for all time, and
that their sphere of usefunlness will not he
lessened in any way. There is still a great
amount of experimentnl work to be done
o these farms and it can he earried on
much more cconomieally hy the department
than hy a thousand different farmers.
Moreover, the results are much more authen-
tic and satisfactorvy when the experimenis
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are conducted by the oflicers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It js not right that we
should expect individual farmers to do that
work, although in many instances they bave
attempled to do it in the past. The area
under wheat on these various experimental
farms is 1,837 acres; and in addition to
growing pedigreed seed wheat and oafs,
which are distributed on a rveasonable
hasis to those farmers whe regunire them, a
considerable amount of wheat breeding has
been done. The varieties of wheat that have
been bred on these faving and distributed
among the various districts of the State
have, in my opinion, helped to increase very
considerably the average wheat yield of
Western Australia, Very many hundreds,
in fact, T should say thousands, of new vari-
eties of wheat have been bred, bub uniil
we ascertain their tyvpes and qualities and
are sure that they are superior to well-
known existing breeds, we do not put them
on the market. Oeccasionally, we get an
exceptionally good breed and then it is dis-
tributed among the farmers. We have been
singularly successful in this respect. The
great majority of the breeds of wheat which
are in general use in the wheatgrowing dis-
tricts of the State to-day are those which
have heen produced on the expecimental
farms, With a view to the possibility of
inereased development in the flax growing
industry, esperiments have bheen conducted
at the Avondale stock farm fto ascer-
tain whether the time of planting would be
of anv advantage in eliminating the dreaded
cutworm, which has caused so much havoe
to the flax crops of the State. Those peo-
ple who have endeavoured to encourage the
flax growing industry have met with econ-
siderable trouble as the result of the depre-
dation of the cutworm, but we hope even-
tually to be able to demonstrate hy experi-
ments on the Avondale farm that the time
of sewing has a material effect in
this respect. It is usuval to hold field days
at the various State farms, so that the far-
mers in the surrounding districts can seec
what is being done there and reap the ad-
vantage of lecturettes delivered by officers
of the department. These field days have
heen held for a number of vears and are
becoming inereasingly popular each year.
This year a new departure was made, in
that at shearing time we conducted sheep
and wool days at two or three of the farms.
These days have heen equally popular. Quite
recently T had the opportunity of seeing the
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State’s mwost northern wheat crop, which
wag grown beyond the rabbit-proof fence
north of Geraldton, It spenks well, I think,
for the future of Western Australia as a
wheatgrowing country that we can say now
we ¢an grow wheat from the Murchison
River to Esperance.

Member: It is not profitable to crop.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is purely a passing phase, let up hope.
The CGiovernment, in conjunction with the
Wandalong Syndieate, has an experimental
crop of wheat growing, I think, 20 miles
nerth of the No. 3 rabhit-proof fence. To-
day I received from the syndicate the ve-
sults of that erop. ILast year 100 acres of
land were ¢leared and fenced.

Hon, M. F. Trov: That was three years
1go.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. It was not. Talf of it was scratched
in last vear. The vield was 19 bushels to
the acre. The halance was fallowed and
harvested this year, The resultant crop is
20 bushels 30 lbs, practically seven bags,
to the acre. It is interesting to note that
that land was first put into cultivation in
July, 1931. Tt wns sown on the 4th and 5th
May, 1932, with 45 Ibs. of seed and 90 lbhs.
of super per acre. 1t was harvested on the
25th October, the only distriet in Western
Australia where harvesting was started so
soon. The useful rainfall during the grow-
ing period when the 7 hags to the acre were
produced was only 787 points. That fell
from May to September, but only 11 points
Lell in September. I think that distriet is
coing to prove a very fertile wheatgrowing
distriet.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Where is it situ-
ated?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
North-east of Yuna.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Is it in the Dart-
moor aren?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The manager of the Wandalong syn-
dicate, which has the bigrest farm in the
aren, assured me recenfly that he had ob-
tainel valuable information and advice in
regard to the development of their property
and the growing of their erop as a result
of the work that had heen carried on at
the State farms, During the vear the offi-
cers of the wheat branch of the Department
of Agriculture have assisted very materially
in the judeing af the various eompetitions,
It is interesting to note that in the 50-acre
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crop eompetition there were 110 competitors
and the average yield was not less than 27
bushels to the acre. In view of that
Tact, it scems to me we onght to he able to
aet a betler average vield than 13 bushels
to the acre for the State. T hope that we
shall he able to reduce our cost of produe-
lion hy increasing the vield. We would
thereby deerease the cost per hushel, even if
we conld not decrease the cost per acre; the
net result would he the same. During the
past fwo or three vears our average wheat
svield has heen slightly inereasing, That
may he due to seasonal inflnence, or it may
he due to improved farming praetice. It
may he due to the fact that we have haoen
farming only onr hetter types of Jand; hut
it is n fact that our average vield per acre
is on the tnerease and T sinecrely trust that
that increase will he maintained. Some two
vears ago I suggested fo a prominent resi-
dent of Western Ausiralia, who has been &
farmer all his life, Mr, M, T. Padbury, that
it would he very helpful if he or someone
else who could afford to do so would make
available a sum of moeney to provide a trophy
for the person who eounld prow the greatest
auantity of wheat per ineh of rainfall, irre-
speetive of the distriet in whieh Jt was pro-
duced. Mr. Padbury promptly adopted my
suggestion and made available the sum of
£150 for the trophy. The winner of it in
1020 was Mr T Williams. e put up the
wonderful performance of 3 hushels 23 lhs.
of wheat per acre, per inch of rainfall. T
am riven to understand that that result has
rarel¥, if ever, heen ohtained hefore in th:
world. This year the winners of the trophy
are the Messrs. Atking, of Mukinbudin, who
were suceessful in growing three hushels of
wheat per acre per inch of rainfall during
the growing period. That is a wenderful per-
formance and it indicates what can be done
in the great majority of our wheat-growine
districts. Last vear wn harvested 3,547,081
acres of wheat. the average vield, as I have
zaid, being 13 bhushels per aere. In connee-
tion with the compilation of wheat statisties,
the flovernment statistieian has divided the
State inte road hoard dislriets. Statisties
have heen collected in those districts for the
last three or four vears, and it is interesting
to note that one of our driest farming dis-
tricts, Yilgarn. has grown more wheat than
any other road hoard disirviet in the State. A
ronsiderable amount of interest iz evineed in
various parts of the eountry in the work that
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is heing done by the sheep anti wool adviser
of the department, Mr. McCallum, He spends
most of his time travelling about the country
giving adviee and assistanee to the sheep
Farmers.  That adviee and sssistance are
very mmch appreciated. In conneetion with
the work he bhas been able to do for the

sheep and woel days that T have just
mentioned, I have received eongratu-
latory messages from all the distriets

where the days have been held. Now,
we have in connection with ihe seed wheal
that is grown on our State farms what is
knawn as a seed wheat exchange scheme.
When T eame to the department in 1930 I
found that a eonsiderable quantity of seed
raised on those farms was not being util-
ised as seed. Whether it was due to the fact
that the farming community was not able
to pay the price asked hy the department
for the seed, or whether it was not suffie-
iently advertised or not sufliciently appre-
ciated by the farmers, I am not ahle to sav;
perhaps it was a little of cach. But I have
brought into being a scheme whereby the
farmer ean obtain a bhoshel of pedigreed
seed wheat for 1 bushel of f.a.q. wheat,
and can obtain a similar quantity of ped:-
greed oats for 1%5 bushels ot fa.q. wheat.
So much has that been appreciated by the
wheatgrowers that they have applied over
and over again for the quanlity we have

____________ T.act vear wa
distributed 6,674 bags of wheat and 1,466
bags of oats, and no fewer than 25,000 hags
were applied for. This vear probably we
shall have a similar gquantity to distribute,
and 30.000 hags have already been appliel
for, thus proving that the farmers want to
make the fnllest use of this pedigreed sced.
Officers of the department hiave heen en-
gaged in certifving export wheat, and have
nsed Clovernment certificates in conneetion
with various cargoes of wheat shipped over-
seas. Some of our wheat customers over-
seas demuand these Government certificates
with eaeh cargo. Last vear the total wheat
exported was 36,866,000 bushels, of which
14,140,000 hushels were certified. So 38 per
cent. of the total exported earried the Gov-
ernment certificate, and 90 per cent. of that
certificated wheat was sent to Asiatic coun-

- tries, whose people seom to ploce full faith

in the Government cortificates. We have
in connertion with the depar‘ment what 13
known as our lamb committes, consisting
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of offieers of the department and exper-
ienced lamb breeders in various paris of
the State. At the Avondale stock farm at
Beverley, that committee has bheen carrving
out investigations as to the most suitable
type of export lamhs. Tt has been felt that
it we are to engage lo any considerable ex-
tent in the export lamb trade we should en-
deavour to produce the very hest type of
lamb, snitable to the requiremenis of our
customers overseas, and give definite advice
to the lamb raisers as to the breed and type
they should produce. As the result of in-
vestigation and  experiment we lave been
able to give the definite advice to our farm-
ers that they should use a Southdewn sire
and a long wool merino cross-hred ewe, since
that cross produces the most suitable export
Tamb. Tf the Inmh raisers would bhut go
and sec their lambs on the hooks at Fre-
mantle they would not require any further
proof of the statement 1 have made. Dur-
ing the past year we established a smail
horder Leicester stud at the Wongan Hills
light lands farm, where we propuse to cross
them with merino ewes with the ohject of
producing  erozshred ewes #o mate with
Southdown rams at Avondale, where wo
have also established a smalt Southdown
stud.  We have also secured the sole right
te use a mark known as the “Swandown,”
which we intend to put on evéry choice lamb
that gres overseas which eomes up to the
stanedard we eonsider should be maintained.
Every lamb breeder who wishes if, can have
this mark placed on his lambs by an ex-
perienced officer of the depariment. Last
vear we exported 63,123 lambs, but due to
the drop in prives 1 am afraid the export
this year is not coming up to expectations.
If we arc to embark upon that trade to any
considerable extent, we shall have to supply
a better type of lamh than is going into
the metropolitan market this vear. The Old
Country imports 17 millien lamb carcases
per year, and Western Australia should en-
deavour to capture some of that trade. We
have in the State over 10 million sheep, and
last vear we produced 70,000,000  lhs. of
wool, an average of 7 Ibs. per sheep. This
vear, due to the faet that we have had a
pretty good seazon, and to the Further fact
that our pastoralists have not been able 1o
dispose ol their surplns sheep, but have had
to retain them on their leases, we shsll have
another record wool ¢lip. Last year we had
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a record fruit erop and esported overseas
812,395 cases. Our previous record was
737,669 coses. Most of these were apples,

and it iy regrettable that the prices
for our export apples were in -ome
instances very disappointing. The mem-

ber for XNelson (Mr. J, H. Smith) the
other evening declared that some of the
apple growers in his clectorate had received
debit notes for considerable consignments to
the Md Country. Unlortunately it is only
too tine., However, some of the prices were
yuite satisfactory, prices received hy those
growers who were fortunate enough to sell
on their holdings, but a number of those
who exported overzeas met with disastrous
resulis.

Hon. W, 1. John=on: And it will he so
gvery vear unfil the marketing is organ-
iged.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCUCRE:
The entomologist of the department has heen
carrving on considerable researeh work in
connection with the lucerne flea and the red
nite and other pasture pesis. Tt has been
definitely proved that a lime and sulphur
spray now on the market is ceffective against
the Incerne flea, hut =a far we have not heen
sueeessful in providing a cure or a para-
site for the red mite. It is a tremendous
pest in our pasture districts, and in fact is
gotfine well outside the pasture districts
and becoming a curse in various parts of
the State. We in Western Australia are
ot alone in having this pest, for it is
rampant in other parts as well. We have
kad Mr. Womersley, an officer of the Coun-
c¢il of Seientific and Industrial Research col-
laborating with our ollicer during the year,
Lut so far they have not been sueeessful in
this regard. There is in the agricultural
districts a very had pest kiaown as the
brassiea towrnifortii, or wild turnip. Mem-
hers who have farmed in the eastern dix-
triets will know something about this
pest.  We have been endeavouring to find
a means to overcome it, and it appear<
as if the ordinary peach aphis, which pre-
viously we have regarded as a nuisance in
our orchards, will xo a considerable way to-
wards eradicating this wild turnip. I my-
=vIf have noticed that the aphis does tackle
the turnip, and will kill it, so I hape that
eventually we shall he able to eradicate the
pest altogether. TIn the meantime T frust
that our farmers will not rely solely upon
this means of eradication, but will endeav-
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our by cultivation and other methods to
rid their farms of the pest. There has been
considerable increase in our export of egas
during the year, an inerease of 121 per cent.
over the previous yvear's figures. This veur
we zent overseas 1,180,000 eggs. For a long
time | have heen endeavouring to have the
word “Waest? imprinted on our eggs hefore
the word “*Australia,” which under Common-
wealth regulations has to appear. We have
approached the Commonwenlth department
with the request that we be allowed fo pul
in the word “YWest,”” but have been refused.
Fvery Western Australiaon member of the
Federal Parliameni has endeavounred to use
hiz influenee in this rvegard, bat so far we
have been unsuceessful. OQur own Agent-
General has told us the Perth cgg is very
popular on the London market, so I think
it is only right that our cgg prodncers shonld
have any benefit that is ecoming to them as
the resunlt of the production of a better egy
than those exported from the Eastern States.
However, we ave prevented by the Com-
monwealth regulations from printing the
word “West” on our eggs. In view of (Le
fact that there s nothing to stop us from
putting the words “Western Auvstralia” on
our apples and other fruits, it is inconsist-
ent that we should not be allowed to put
it on our ezgs. I hope the Federal people
will see the wisdom of withdrawing their
opposition to this. During last year we sent
way BARIL LS 1 \'uub.xg,lum:n‘t, e pGT\“I_T,
and it met with great approval in the Near
East. T think there are possibilities in that
direction. For a number of years the stock
owners who send their stoek to the metro-
politan markets at Midland Junetion have
complained of the accommeodation made
avatlable to them there by the Government.
Our predeeessors in office started fo im-
prove those vards. The improvement was
very marked indeed, and our producers gen-
erally were highly commendatory of the type
of yard made available. But only 50 per
cent. of the sheepyards were rebunilt. Dur.
ing last yvear we completed the sheep yards
at a cost of £6,000. Instead of flooring them
with conerete, we floored them with white
gum sleepers, and although the job may not
be quite as satisfactory as would be a con-
creie floor, nevertheless it meets all require-
ments and will last for many years. We
have increased the accommodation in the
pigvards by 100 per cent. at a cost of
£2,000, and have put in a2 new block of
20 additional ecattle pens, and have re.
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graded, drained, and rebuilt the existing
cattle vards at a cost of £7,000. Tobaceo
cultivation is making great strides, espeecially
in the South-West, The area under crop
lust year was approximately 500 acves, and
the production approximately 100 tons.
Tobaceo, T suppose, is one of the trickiest
plants to ecnltivate, being more suscept-
ible lo disease than is any other of our
plants. A disease known as downy mildew
worked great havoc amongst the young
plants this year, no fewer than 50,000 seed-
lings heing destroyed. It is every neces-
sary that the seed should be disinfected.
Those who are planting seed are having
the work done by an officer of the depart-
ment at bare cost, and are reaping consid-
erihle benefit through having eclean plants.
This 1s necessary if we are to develop the
iobacco industry. Our people must grow
only the best quality leaf. They must he
prepared to become proficient in agricul-
tural practice and to devote all their
time to it if they wish to make a success
of it. Tobacco requires a certain type of
soil and elimate with long, dewy nights, if
available. There are several necessary ali-
matic conditions which make for the pro-
duction of high-grade leal. Tobacco ean be
grown anywhere, but, unless the quality
of leaf is high, it iz very difficult to market
the product.

My, Hegney: Tobacco is heing grown
at Bayswater,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is no difficulty about growing it
there, or even at Moora. But whether a
sufficiently high-class leaf ean be grown
so far north or not is a matter for further
experiment, It would be wise for our to-
haeco growers to confine themselves to the
extreme South-West where most suitable
arcas have already been proved This year
we have 4,892 acres under potatoes. The
vield was 20,233 tons, an average of 4.14
tons per acre. This is the highest yietd of
any State in the Commonwealth, and is there-
fore another record for us. One of the
most disappointing features of the potate
trade is the tremendously depressed prie-
that growers are receiving. When they
planted this additional area it seemed a:
if there would he a market for our pota-
toes in some of the Eastern States. There,
too, zood crops have been grown, and it is
not likely we shall be able to export any-
thing to the Eastern States this vear. The
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Department of Agricultnre has a certified
zeed scheme in connection with potate pro-
duetion. This bas been largely availed of
hr most of the wp to date producers in
this. State. Just as it is necessary
to utilise pure seed in wheat produetion.
so is if necessary for potato growing. The
department through its officers inspects cer-
tain areas of potatoes, sees the tubers dug
and bagged, seals the bags, and then issues a
certificate that the potatoes are fit for seed.
Last vear no fewer than 2,230 bags were
sealed and certified to in this way hy the
departmental oflicers. The fomato export
business has assmned considerable dimensions
this vear. The number of cases sent to Vie-
toria doring the last few months was 42,716,
We are endeavouring through the activities
of the department to induce our agrieul-
turists to grow more onions. We have the
tvpe of soil and climate suitable for the
growing of eonsiderable quantities of onions
not far from the metropolitan area. Some
of the country referred to by the member for
South Fremantle is suitable for this purpose.
Last year we only produced 591 tons of
onions, whereas we imported 2,366 tons. Qur
growers, therefore, should endeavour to make
use of this local demand and eateh up with
the local eonsumption,

Hon, W, D. Johnson: And should grow
the keeping variety.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
One of the difficulties is that our onions are
not of the hest type for keeping purposes,
and some loss has been incurved in the en-
deavour to store them. That difficulty should
be overcome hy experience, Prices are good
to-day, with the result that a larger area of
land is under crop this year than was previ-
ously the case.

Mr. Lamond: Onions are coming from
Egypt, are they not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They ecome mostly from the Eastern States.
A few have come from Egvpt and a few
from Japan. When I was at the Royal
Show recently T saw onions which had been
imported from Egypt, Japan and America.
The viticultwral section of our industry is
largely at a standstill hecause our produe-
tion has overtaken our consumption. That
applies also to world conditions. We have
eultivated 1,022 acres of table grapes, and
last vear produced 56,699 c¢wt. We have
1,136 acres under wine grapes, and last vear
produced 30,133 ewt. We have 2,291 acres
under drving grapes, and last year produced
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190,583 cwt. The total of these firures is
4,766 acres under rultivation, vielding a pro-
duction of 247,715 ¢wt. Our export of fresh
urapes  constituted a  record, seeing that
34,171 enses were sent away, this heing 5,488
eases in exeess of the previous hizhest record.
Tt 1= believed thece has been an inerease of
aN000 gallons of wine in excess of the
previous year, when we produced 307,788
rallons. TFor the first time in the history of
the Stafe our wine has been exhibited at the
Melhomme nnd Adelaide shows, where it was
highly commended by the judges, and was
sueeesstul in competitions, This vear a new
winery has heen ostablished an the Swan,

where up-to-date  wachinery has  heen
mstalled by s well-known Eastern States
firm. The winegrowers in the Swan
Vallev and surrounding  disteictz  will,

therefore, have an additional wmarket for
their surplus grapes. T should like fo pay
a tribute to Mr. Wise. our tropical adviser,
who is doing splendid work in the North-
West. Fe has gone to considerable trouble
to introduee new fodder grosses. mome of
which should be of benefit to the local pas-
toralists. He hns assisted materiallv fo im-
prove the gardens around the various sta-
tions, and station owners have told me how
greatly they appreciate his work. This has
helped to make their lives in that dry coun-
trv more pleasant and satisfactory, angd the
pardens themselves are infinitely hetter than
thev were in the past.

Mr. Coverley: He has had to pay for a
Iot of the seed ouf of his own pockef, hbecanse
the depariment were too mean to pay for it.

The MINTSTER POR AGRTCTLTURE:
The peanut industrvy in the North-West is
developing, and this vear we expect the vield
to be 100 fons. Last year we imported 70
tons at a cost of £5,000, hut this vear it looks
as if we shall he ahle to supply cur own re-
quirements. Banana cultivation in the Gas-
eovne Valley is beginning to assume dimen-
sions which warrant us in ealling it an in-
dustry.  Tn 1930 we imported 703 suckers
from Quecnsland. These have heen developed
into 10,000. Tt should not he Inng hefore
Carnarvon and the surronnding districts are
praducing all the bananas required locally.
Pineapples are promising well. I hope they
will be as successful as the hanana eultiva-
tion. In all the places where agrienltural de-
velopment is going on, our officers have been
doing all they ean with a limited staff to
assist producers. Every officer is enthu-
siastic in his particular joh, and is out to
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do the bhest he is capahle of. If we are
to get anvwhere as a greaf primary produc-
ing eountry we must see fo it that the
sphere of uscfulness of these scientifie offi-
cers i1s not e¢ramped in any way, The de-
partment is understaifed to-day. Were the
Treasurer able to find money, I could sup-
ply work for a considerable number of ad-
ditional oflicers.

Mr. Barnard: There are too many there
now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I wish to refer to two oflicers who unfor-
tunately died during the year. One is the
late Chief [nspector of Rabhits, Mr. C. J.
Craig, who, after 30 vears of -erviece in the
department, passed away at his post. He
had gone to the eastern district on depart-
mental work, and died there. His services
will be greatly missed. He was very warmly
liked amongst those with whom he had to
deal, and carvied out his duties to the en-
tire satisfaction of the departinent, and the
settlers with whom he eame in contact. The
same thing applies to Mr. Limbourne. He
returned from the war in 1918 and became
the cerealist at the Merredin State Farm.
He suffered from war injuries, but stuek
to the job right up to the time of his death.
The wheatgrowers of the State are under a
debt of gratitude to him because he was
largely responsible for the production of
hl:\'cla:. neaw \'ﬂ[';ci;;c.‘.: UE \V}’Uu;.l \\:l;l:}l are
caleulated to make a name for themselves
in the wheatgrowing world. T refer to such
varieties as Beneubbin, Totadjin and Noon-
gar. Those varieties are all being largely
used in the wheat belt, and they owe their
origin to the enthusiasm and energy dis-
plaved by the late Mr. Limhourne, The
cost of the department in 1931-32 was in
the vieinity of £64,000. There is a slight
inerease this vear. Memhers will see how
small this expenditure is compared with the
departments in some of the other States.
The South Australian Department of Agri-
culture last vear cost £140,000, and that in
New South Wales cost £630,000.

Mr. Corhoy: Tt is one of the votes re-
warding which we might agee to an in-
crease.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUTLTURE:
I agree with the hon. member. The small
increase that will he noted on the Ertimates
this vear is not due 1o any lack of urging
on my parl, Reeause of the difficult times
through which we are passing, members
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will realise how difficult it 15 for the Trea-
surer to make further sums available,

Mr. Corboy: I wish you had twice as
much.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [545]: I am
pleased to learn that our agrienltural indus-
tries are progressing. We well know that
the Department of Agriculture is onc of our
most important departments and that, under
the jurisdiction of the Minister for Agrieunl-
ture, come most of the primary preduets
that are grown. We have now between
10,000,000 and 11,000.000 sheep in the State
and our wheat yield is increasing also, whilst
there is every indication that YWestern Aus-
tralin will he one of the greatest wheni-
producing States in the Commonwealth. The
quality of our wheat is good. Tt is recog-
nised that onr wheat ranks ns some of the
finest grown in the world, particularly our
hard wheats. The department also eontrols
the veterinary hranch. Naturally, with such
an enormouns number of stock, there must ba
various disenses, and it is right that wa
should have an efficient staff in that braneh.
I am glad to know that braxy-like disease is
slowly being eradicated. There have not
heen such great losses this vear as compared
with previaes years. T underztand that Dr.
Bennetts has lieen suceessful in introdueing
a serum that will he the means of preventinz
The dizease Trom spreading. N1l there have
Lieen losves in certain districts, and a consid-
able number of lambs have died this vear.
Thase lambs. however. may not have heen
inoenlated, When the farnmter 13 able to pro-
cure the serum. the mortalitv ray be re-
dneed. T am glad to know that our experi-
mental farms arve doing good work. Those
farms have heen instrumental in finding the
exaet kind of wheat required for the partien-
lar districts. Tharing the last few vears we
have had wany varieties, and the same re-
mark anplies fo onts. T saw a paddock re-
cently that had never produced a good erop
of oatz. hut in this paddock at the present
{ime there is a new variety of oats growinz
and a splendid erop i the result. There are
mulga and guxra oats. '

Mr, Wells: And wild oats.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, as the resnlt of bad
farming, althongh thev make good stock
feeid.  There is pedigreed send wheat and
thi= applies also to oats, and splendid re.
cults have followed the sowing of these. The
pedigreed wheat has heen mads available to
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the farmers and T heard that 30,000 bags
were applied for. I veally like to see farm-
ers making a science of their business be-
vause if is so easily possible to put in a ¢ron
that will turn ont a failure. With the right
variety, it is more (han possible that the
erop will be sueeessful.  That is what i3
happening now as the result of experiments
snd the infroduction of fresh seed.  The
farmer iz able to determine which variety is
applicable to his partienlar district. T should
l'ke to sesr more cxperimental farms estab-
lished. TIf there had heen one in the Lake
Carmody  district, the farmers there might
linve escaped the trouble they are in now,
The vesults from the experimental farm
wonld have indicated whether or not thera
was= salt in the soil.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
want an experimental farm to prove that

My, BROWX: Perhaps not, but that par-
ticular country will probably grow other
products. T know that the natural feed
there is marvellous. Unfortunately, the area
i« very far awav from the market and at the
present time it is only possible to go in for
cattle and sherp raising. Going on further
east from Lake Carmedv, we come to the
Forrestanin area. T urge the Government
to establish an experimental plot there. Re-
ports show that there is a considerable area
of good land there and when railway com-
munieation is established and {here is water
eonservation, that land will produce ceveals
in ahandance. Tt should, in fat, berome one
of the greatest wheat-producing areas in
the State. At one time unemploved men
were sent there to elear roads, but that was
the end of it. Tt is all goad forest conntry.
The greatest indication of good land is the
florn. TFirst of all there is the eoast country
and then, when we pass over the ranges, u
different elass of timber exists. Further in-
land, at Marradong, Bannister and Wan-
derine there is some beautiful country, but
it 15 patchy. Experiments. however, should
prove the inferior land to he adaptable for
dairving or grazine. T am glad to know that
there is an exporimental plot at  the
Noombling estate. Tf it ecan he proved that
clovers will grow there, undoubtedir tha
value of the land will be increased. We
have had splendid results from land in the
Dartmoor area. Seven haes tn the acre have
been obtained. though perhaps it was the
result of a gond senson.

Han. J. C. Willeork: No, no.
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Mr. BROWN: Well, better still if we
con depend on the amount of rainfall in
that part of the State. If with the rainfall
that iz obtained there and by neans of
good farming, it is possible to ¢ontinue io
et seven hags, the State will have a splen-
did asset there.

Hon. J. . Willeock: That ela=s of coun-
try goes back 30 or 40 miles trom the rail-
way line.

Ay, BROWXN: Anyone whu has had ex-
perience in wheat growing knows that not
more than 12 or 14 inches of rain is re-
fuired. Along the Great Southern there
has fallen no less than 23 inches, and most
of that rain has fallen sinece May, The
grass along the (ireat Southern is as green
as a leaf, which is extraovdinary for this
time of the vear. Many of the farmers
along the Great Seouthern, T am pleased to
say, are going in for dairving as a side
line, and it would surprise members to see
the nwinber of millk ¢ams on the railway
stations and =idings. There iz » butter fac-
tory at Narrogin and another at Northam.
It 1s satisfactory to know that we are ex-
porting butter to the Old Country and that
through the medium of the Paterson
bounty butter is fetehing a higher price in
this State than that for which it can he
purchased in England.

My, Marshall: Tt is cheaper in foreigu
countries than we ean buy it for here.

AMr. BROWX: Most of our hutter goes
to the Old Country.

AMr. Marshall: What have they to do
with us? :

Mr. BROWYXN: Do yon eall Enclishmen
foreigners?

Mr. Marshall: When T look at you, I
wonder what you are.

My, BROWXN: And it would he a mystery
to know where you sprang from?

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Is that lasi re-
mark of yours on your notes?

Mr. BROWNXN: No, it was spontaneous.
The population of the State is not inereas-
ing as we would like it to increase. We
have a population of 430,000 people, bur-
dened with an enormous deht. Production
froon the land results in gluts at certain
portions of the vear. Producers have to
rely upon the large centre of population—
Perth—to absorb the surplus produce. W
are too remote from any other large centre
to be able to find an ountlet for sarplus
produce snch as vegetables; the metropo-
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litan area and the larger towns must bz
depended upon to absorb all that is pro-
duced. The experimental plots have served
the useful purpose of demonstrating the
variety of crops that ean be grown at dif-
ferent periods of the year. I congratulate
the department on their work, as well as
the present Minister and his predecessors.
All have been imbued with the need for
fostering the primary industries of the
State.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [6.2]: I wish to express my
thanks to the Minister for the vast amount
of interesting information he gave us. In
the Department of Agriculture we have
enthusiastic officers whose ambition is te
inerease the produetion of commoditics, par-
ticularly the exportable lines, and so in-
crense the wealth of the State. I am more
than interested af present in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Lands Depart-
ment, because 1 take a somewhat gloomy
view of the urnemployed situation.  The
other night I spoke of the part that the
Lands Department shonld play with a view
to emphasising the faet that a large num-
ber of the unemployed will never get back
into industry. The ouftlook for them is
most depressing. There is only one way in
which to relieve their depression and that
is to put them on the land so that they
may produce much of what they need, and
to arrange for the distribution of their sur-
plus produce so that in return for it they
may get the wherewithal to provide for the
needs they themselves cannot supply. We
have reached the end of our resources from
the point of view of monetary relief. We
eannot balance the State Budget; we are
not making ends meet, and we are borrow-
ing monex to pay the interest on the defi-
ciency. That sort of thing must come to
an end sooner or later. Apart from the
fact that we are definitely on a eompound
interest basis, we have a large number of
unemployed receiving relief from the State,
and they are supposed to be occupied on
work that will mean increased development
and expanded production. I want Ministers
to realise the impossibility af confinuninz
the development being undertaken with any
prospect of making it reprodunctive in time
to help us over our trouble. Apart from
horrowing money to meet the deficiency, we
are horrowing money to undertake develop-
ment that in some instances will never he-
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come reproductive and in other instances
will take a long time to hecome reprodue-
tive. The Premier was not present the other
night when 1 dealt with the need for pro-
viding relief for the unemployed through
a land settlement poliey, but he is present
to-day. 1 take it that the Premier has
gained experience of land settlement on the
more remote and less snitable lands, as com-
pared with arveas that could be made avail-
able. Land is available, but unfortunately
it has been alienated for many years, and
the State ecannot give attention to it. Co-
operation is needed between the Lands De-
partment and the Department of Agricul-
ture if we are to reach the stage that it is
essential for us to reach. We cannot pos-
sibly continue as we are going. If we do
not approach the problem in an organised
way, it will have to be done in a way that
will not reflect any credit on the State, In
other words, we shall be unable to carry
on. Jf we continue as we are going, a re-
ceiver .musi come into the State. Surely
the two departments that control the pos-
sihility of avoiding such a state of affairs
should devote attention te what might be
done,

The Premier: You
Lands at one time. -

Ton. W, D. JOANSON: There was al-
wavs a season when we had unemployment,
but in myv time as a Miniskar it wae lmitad
te a eouple of months of the vear. All that
was necessary was to organise in anticipa-
tion of it, and there was little or no trouble
to arrange for the absorption of the unem-
ployed. If the two deparfments T have men-
tioned actively were assortated in the work
of relieving unemploxment, we eould expect
a biz absorption of men into a new sphere
of life and they would have permanent
work, If we could obtain control of the
land and use the departmental experts to
direct the settlers, we should he transferring
them from easnal employment with a de-
pressing outlook as regards the needs of
their families into a sphere of life that
would be hrighter and wouold enable them
to provide for many of the needs of their
families. Attention should be devoted, not
only to marketing overseas, but to the or-
ganisation of marketing within the State.
People will say that the commodities pro-
duced in areas scttled by the unemployed
ave alvendy a zlut on the market. The Min-
ister told us that potatoes were at present
hieing sold helow the ecost of production,

were Minister ‘for
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and that applies to other commodities as
well. Yet the Fact remains that such com-
wolditics are not being supplied in suffi-

cient  quantities to many of our
people, Even at the low prices ruling, the
Government are not in a position to

supply the individual with sufficient money
tu purchase the quantity he needs. That,
however, resolves itself into a matter of
arvganization, If we have more than suffi-
cient produetion and the surplus is causing
distre:= to the produccer and not helping
tke ronsmmer, there is something radieally
wrong with the system. We cannot orgonise
and divert markets overseas, but we ean
organise mmnl divect them within onr borders.

The AMinister for Lands:  You have no
right to anticipate legislation.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordar! The Minister
i out of order in interjecting when not in
his seat.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Had the Minis-
ter, who has shown himself disorderly, inti-
mated the other night that legislation would
be introduced to deal with the problem of
marketing, my remarks on this occasion
would have heen brief, but we received no
such intimation.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.7%0 p.m.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: When we ad-
journed, T understood the Minister for
Lands to indieate that the gquestion of
arranging for marketing and placing our
produeer= in a better position in future was
under discnssion.

The Minister for Lands: And T refer you
to the Whele Milk Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Whether the
Mintster intended to refer to more than the
Bill, matters little. My complaint is that
last vear, when dealing with the question of
marketing, the Minister for Agrieulture
eonveved the impression that his depart-
ment would he.more directly associated with
the problems of marketing, and that in addi-
tion a marketineg Bill would be introdueed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Who said
that.?

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOX: 1 understoed
from the remarks of the Alinister himself
lust vear that that course would be adopted.
In fact, T heard the Minister make refer-
ences of that deseription when speaking in
the countirv. s to whether he intended to
convey that legislation was to he introduced
o1 whether it was merely under considera-
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tion, 1 do not know. That the Minister for
Agriculture made some such definite refer-
ences 1 am positive.

Mr. Sampson: The Whole Milk Bill is
evidence of that.

Hon. W. D. JOFINSOX : My contention is
thut agrienlture is hound up with the gues-
tion- of marketing. I have repeated over
and over again, and will emphasise it to-
nizht, that our problem is not that of pro-
duetion but of marketing. We are over-
producing many commodities, and our pro-
durers ave capable of overcoming the proh-
lems associated with produetion. [ do noi
desire 1o discount the work earried ont by
the espert officers of the Agricultural Te-
partment, for I appreciate the fact that
they contribute largely in assisting the
producers who are inexperienced, and by
their activities prevent those produecers
from making  mistakes. The experts
ulso  enable them to achieve sucecess-
ful production at a faster rate than
would he . possible without their assist-
ance.  In my opinion, however, we could
well do without the experts For a time, bur
we would require them in greater ninubers
later on, particularly if those experts
were to devote their attention in the mean-
time to the preblem of macketing of our
products. Thase products are being grown
in greater quantities than can be consumed,
and the efforts of the experts should bhe
directed to showing the producers how
fo profilably market their commoditics.
The Minister, referred te the export of
dried fruits. The Premier particulavly,
and no doubt the Minister for Agriculture
himself, will remember that it is only a
few vears since the grape growing industry
was in a parlous condition. Dried fruits
were a glut on the market at a time when
ihe ather industries of the State were flour-
ishing. If the grape-growing industry was
not in a parlous condition, it was at least
causing the Agricultural Department grave
anxiety. An agitation followed, and ulti-
mately Parliament passed a kind of mar-
keting Aet. Tt is wonderful what progress
has been made by the industry since. In-
dustries that were flourishing at the timne
the grape-growing indusiry was languish-
ing. have lapsed, comparatively speaking,
intn an unsatisfactory condition and the
grape-growing indusiry has become flour-
ishing in turn. T want the Government
to profit from the experience gained as a
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result of the passing of that marketing
legislation. Parliament was very ecautious
rvegarding the measure, and doubted if it
would be of any value to the produeers.
Some members thought that the legis-
lation would penalise the consumers. Years
uf experience have demonstrated the
value of the legistation and it has proved of
marked value to the producers, while it has
also enabled the comsumers to obtain better
quality grapes than was possible before.

Mr. Patrick: You want to apply to the
orape growers what is desired for the
wheatgrowers. .

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: T have alwavs
contended that the producer of a given
commodity has the right to control that
commodity. That has been my ambition in
life. T wuant the worker to control his
labour, and I have always worked to give
the worker legislative power to control his
labour, as much as possible, and to market
his labour under the best condifions pos-
sible. T want to extend my efforts in that
direction to the producer. .

My, Marshall: Ts he not a worker?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Of course he
is, but he ecannot take advantage of any
legislation passed by Parliament to help
the workers, and, therefore, T want to ex-
tend equal consideration to him. Just ax
T extended that assistanee to orvganised
labuvur, T wani v give Lie producer aii e
assistance T ean by way of legislative pro-
tection and encouragement. I have already
mentioned that the Minister referred to
dried fruits and wine produetion, which he
snid had inereased markedly. There is a2
grave difficulty in regard to the wine mar-
ket to-day. Efforts are bheing made to es-
tablish mavkets overseas for our wines. If
the wine-growing industry were organised
on the same bhasis as the dried fruits in-
dustry, we could help the export of wine
by improving the marketing of the local
product.

The Premier: By charging more.

Hon, W. D). JOHNSON: T do not want
in go into that phase.

The Premier: Of course not.

The W. . JOUNSON: The point is that
great harm ig being  done  to-day  not
through the consumer heing asked to pay
too much, hut heesuse the consumer is
getting rubbish that is injuring the repu-
iation of the superior classes of wine. That
sort of trading dizcounts the production of
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superior wines and the rubbish that is being
marketed locally i= nol contributing to-
wards the eost of marketing the superior
arvticie. In other words. a limited number
of the wine manufacinrers are shouldering
all the burden involved in establishing &
market overseas, withont the remainder
contributing towards the expense. The
latter comprise those who are manufactur-
ing inferior tvpes of wine, We can never
overcome that difftenlty except by legisla-
tion.

Mr. Thorn: The industry requires to be
brought vnder strict supervision.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her has had praetieal experience and he
knows that legislation wonld bring the
manufacturers of wine under striet super-
vision and help to assure that the produe-
tion of the State was of the highest quality.
Inferior wine, which is known as “pinkie,”
should not he produced in Western Aus-
tralia. There is no room for “pinkie” and
for good wine as well. Therefore we <hould
not allow the inferior article to interfere
with the marketing of the best types of wine
that we can produce,  We cannot ohviate
that position and place the industry on a
hetter hasis, without legislation. The Min-
ister spoke proudly of the achievement of
his department n tests and experimenis re-
avdinge the wvarians LGroods of sheep that
would produee the best fat lamhs, and what
I have said regarding the other industvies
refers equally to the marketing of fat lambs.
The Minister said that it was intended to
have a registered trade mark, “Swandown®
whieh would be attached to Lhe lambs that
would he exported. The trouble is that
the Minister will not have control of that
market, and eannot prevent anvone else
from putting that trade mavk on lamhs that
may he exported,

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, we can.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T question
whether the Minister ean do so, but even
if he ean, I doubt whether he ean control
that particular market without legislation.
While there will he that diffienlty in sup-
plving the market with fat lamhs, we are
not limiting our export to the right variety
of lamh. Tt is no good saving we will hreed
up to export standard, unless we Fan see
to it that lambs not up to standard are not
placed on the market. Even if the Minister
were able to attach the trade mark fo stan-
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dard carcases only, he eannot prevent in-
ferivr grades of lambs heing marketed as
well: therefore, the value of the superior
article is discounted by the eompetition from
the inferior type.

The Premier: London people buy  on
quality abter inspection.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: They huy as
we do: they try to buv the best, but we in-
terfere with the marketing of our hest hy
deliberately sending something inferior, trom
the same State. in the same vessel, to the
same market, I know T will never convinee
the Premier, heeanse 1 have appealed to him
so often, and he has stated on more than one
occasion that the question of mavketing is
not a responsibility of Government.

The Premier: I have never said it.

Hon. . D. JOHNSON: 1
him say it. He has told me so.
said it in this House.

The Premier: Turn up “Hansard.”

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: You turn it up;
vou have more leisure at the moment thau
I have. I am not speaking directly to the
Premier. I am tryving to eonvince the mem-
bers of the Government, particularly the
Minister for Agriculture, that what we want
to do to.day is to organise the markering
of our products.  Last vear we made a
special feature of marketing the fat lambs
of Western Australia, We spent a fair
amount of money in organising the market
and in distributing earcases throughout Great
Britain so as to establish their value. This
‘vear we have exported praetically no lambs.
I sulunit that we shall never get the Min-
ister’s Swandown lamnbs on the market if
we place them there one year and leave the
market bare the following year. The only
to establish a market is to maintain
supplies.  For instance, it would be ludi-
crou: for us to attempt to market wheat
in that way. We have to continue market-
ing our wheat vear after yvear, whether we
sell at a loss or at a profit. We have to
continue exporting wheat in order to main-
tain our connection with the wheat markets.
The =ame thing applies to fat lambs. You
cabmot place fat lambs on the British mm -
ket one vear and then leave the market bare
the following vear. There must he a co1-
tinuity of supply during the season thai n
is customary for the lamhs to reach the
market. You will never get the marketing

have heard
He has

way
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of Jambs on an
out legizlation.

organised basis  with-
For instance, who iz
to accept the responsibility of  at-
tending to the marketing of fat lambs?
IF it is left to private agents, then they will
pay for the fat lamb what they think it is
worth. If vou decide to eut ont the agent,
how are vou going to arvange with the pro-
ducer as to what labs shall be placed on the
loeal market and what shall be exported to
the British market? You ecannot regculate
that without legislation or control of some
kind. Therefore. there is no hope of our ever
making a suceess of warketing lambs unless
we have n marketing Aci. It has been tried
in other States of the Commonwealth, hut
was not suvcessful without legislative assist-
ance.

Mr. Patrick: What about South Awstralia?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX: The South Aus-
tralian contribution to the British market is
small compared with the total exported from
the whole of Australin. T do not know
whether the Minister is in a position to com-
pare the prices obtained by South Awstralia
with the prices obtained by New South Wales
and other parts of Australia where the
organi=ation is better. Tt seems to me im-
possible to maintain a continnons market
without organisation. As T have said, we
have succeeded in firmly establishing the
value of our dried fruits on the Bnglish
market since we have organised the industry
by legislation. We can do the same in regard
to our fat lambs. It may he said that we
cannot improve the market for these primary
products, but T would peint out to the Min-
ister the position wilh respect to wheat. Be-
fore ever the pooling system came into
operation, wheat marketing had been earried
on in Australia for many generations. When
the pool came into operation, however, and
the farmers themselves aceepted the responsi-
hility of marketing the wheat, they found
that a considerable number of charges and
quitec a number of operations in connection
with the marketing of wheat overseas were
ahzolutely snperfluons, and certainly very
heavy. 1 remember inquiring why all these
charges were made, and T was informed that
it was a custom of the irade that wheat mar-
keting had to go through those channels. The
Wheat Pool organisation decided to investi-
eate those charges and ascertain whether,
after all, it was necessary for the producer
to continue paying them. The charges had
heen going on tor years. John Darling be-
came a millionaire as the result of marketing
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wheat under those conditions. He took his

quota and allowed others to exploit the pro- -

dueer. I do not say he did so wilfully, but
the fact remains that he did not concern him-
self about the charges that were made by the
British market: he merely wanted to make
sure that the producer could pay those
charges in addition to eontributing to his
profits as a wheat merchant. But when you
put the producer in charge of his commodity
he becomes active in inquiring into these
matters. At one period the producers sent
a man Home with definite instruetions to in-
vestigate all the charges and see whether
economies could be effected, It is wonderful
what has been done in the way of effecting
economies sinee the operations of the pou)
started and the producer got control of his

commodity. Shipping arrangements have
been revolutionized, freights have been

lowered, and the cost. of marketing the grain
has heen considerably reduced. T would like
the Minister for Agriculture to inquire into
this question of the Wheat Pool’s administra-
tion, just to see what can be done in the way
of improving markets by organisation. If
the Minister finds, as 1 have found, that con-
siderable economies ecan he effected hy
organisation, then T hope he will be suffi-
eiently influenced to extend that method of
marketing to other primary products, At
this stage T would like o express a fear I
have in regard to the marketing of o
whost, Tndar lhe bay systent of marketing,
a pool system has been established, to which
I have already veferred, but I am very much
afraid that the nsefulness of that marketing
organisation will be greatly reduced if bulk
handling is introduced. While the position
at the moment is not acute, while it may be
urged that the need for a marketing Aet in
regard to wheat is not pressing, at the
moment [ am strongly of the opinion it will
he found, after bulk handling has been in-
trodueed, that we shall have to do more to
proteet the producer than we are called upon
to do to-day. There will be a larger number
of boyers in the field. Every one of those
buyers will he desirous of preventing the
pooling of wheat. To-day there are about
four buyers outside of the pool. There are
four orgzanisations operating which are trv-
ing to get the maximwn mmount of wheat
away {rom the pool. But under the hulk
handling systemn the number of bhuvers will
be multiplied tenfold.

Mr. Doney: A multiplicity of buvers will
do no harm in any case.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: I do not know
that such competition will be of much value
to us when the market is so limited.

Mr. Doney: It will have n benefirial ef-
fect.

Hon. W. D. JOHMNSON: It may have
the opposite effect. TJust to give an illus-
tration: the Minister stated there has been
an inerease in the quontity of eggs ex-
poited, but it is an extraovdinary thing that
a Vietorian firm came over to Western Aus-
tralia and entered inte competition Arith
the exporters of eggs here. The Viclorian
firm sold to the same firms that we were
selling to previously to their coming io
Western Anstralia. In other words, the
London huver, previously to the advent of
the Victorian buyer, was huying from three
organisations: one distributor in London
had three competitors in Western Austra-
lia. Instead of hiz having to quote a price
to one selling organisation, he had three
competing against one another, and he was
able to play one off againgt the other. Then
the Vietorian firm entered the field, with
the result that we have a multiplicity of
sellers to the one buyer. The result is dis-
astrous to the producer. Therefore, a num-
ber of buyers is not always an advantage
to the producer, 1f the Minister would
but investizate this matter, he would find
that that is so. Where the market is limited
a great number of sellers diseounts'the value
of a product,

Mr.
limited.

Hon. W, D, JOHANSON: Unfortunately,
the market is limited even for wheat. There
are not very many buyers. The world is
wide, but the numher of buyers for West-
ernt Australian wheat is not great, generally
speaking. Buyers of wheat will buy a ship-
ment from one agent to-day and from an-
other to-morrow; but it is the same buvers
and he gets on very much hetter hecause,
when asking for. quotations, he can play
one seller off against the other. That is
the kind of thing I want to aveid. Tt is
exactly the some in regard to apples, The
Minister stated to-night that losses were
suffered by producers in the marketing of
apples last year. That, however, will he
the case every year hecause we have not
organised our market. The apples growers
of this State are not getting the true value
of their product. That is purely because
one district is competing against another,

Doney: But the market is not
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Theve i no underzianding hetween the pro-
ducers of Mi, Barker and the producers of
Rrideetown. The apples ripen at the same
time aud arve shipped at the same fime, but
they enconnter competition  owing  to
the limited market that is available.
The Bridgetown appie is brought into com-
petition with the Mt. Barker apple 1o the
prejudice of the price of hoth. Wherever
we have surplus prodnction that has to he
marketed averseas, to get the maximum re-
~nlt for the producer the sale must be organ-
ised,

Mr. Griffiths;
keting.

Hon, W. L JCHNSON: Yes, and not to
have the competition we have to-day, Tie
Minister haz referved to hutter. Tf is in-
teresting to nofe that the 25,000 cases of
batter exported lasl year were exported
solely from the co-operative hutter factories
owned and contvelled by the producers of
the South-West, But again a grave injus-
tice was done, hecanse we had no marketing
Art ta nssist the exporters. Ta maintain
the quality necessary for export. the mois-
ture contents have to bhe reduced to 16 per
cent.  The whole of the co-operative huiter
factories immedintely organised on the hasis
of o moistare content of 16 per cent. and
veduced the competition of that hutter by
exporvting 23,000 cases. But while they were
doing that, the privatelv-owned butter fac-
tories were selling hutter with a moisture
content of about 20 per cent.,, which dis-
connted the value of the product on the loen!
market. At the same time those private fac-
tories were deliberately pavine more for
eream and were advertising the faet that
thex could pay more than the co-operative
tnctoriezs were paying. S they actually in-
fluenced suppliers to the co-operative fae-
tories to leave those factories and accept
from the private factoriez a higher price for
their eream.

The Minisier for Agviculture: Only in
very few instances,

Hon, W, . JOHNSON: Tt actually oc-
enrred. T ean quote one instance.  The
awner of a private faciory went to a sun-
slier and said, “You are producing really
goud stuff: vou should be getting such-ayd-
such a priee for it”'  The =upplier said,
“Well, T am not getline that”” “Then there
i= =onething wrong with the festing™ said
the factory owner “and vou ave not getting
a fair deal. T will pay vou move for vour

So as to wet ovrderly mar-

1769

cream.” So the producer sent his cream to
the private factory and for a time reveived
increazed payment. But affer a while he
found the private factory was redueing the
price, and so he transferred hack to the co-
operative factory. That went nn to a very
areaf extent. The explanation of the pri-
vate Tactory’s ability te pay more was be-
canse it put moere waier into the product
md =old an inferior guality of huntter on the
local market. Tt wonld not bhe posszible to
do that if the Dairy Act were heing strietiv
alministerel. T have asked the Minister to
spe to it that the Aet i< enforced. He =aid
it was being enforced,  The faet remains
that butter is still beiny marketed with a
higher moistnre content than is allowed
vnder the Aet. T admit the Minister has
~lightly improved the position. but he has
not zufficient inspectors rigidiv to enflorec
the Act long enough to seeure reform. The
little he does now steadies the factory nwn-
ers up for a while, after which away they
go again dizsregarding the Act. The onlv
factories strietly observing the Act are those
an a co-operative hasizs. and they are doinz
all the export to-day. Theyv exported 25.000
cases last vear and already th's yvear 16 009
cases have gone onf. So I sav the prodacers
require all the encouragement they ean get.
The Dairy Act was designed to prevent thos»
ceenrrences whieh are takineg plaee to-dav.
We have n splendid Act, giving the Minister
full power tn proteet the producer nand brinz
about correct marketing, hut unfarvtunately
it iz not heine enforeed. T heve vepeatedlv
referred to the need for a marketing Aet.
which for years haz bheen the outstanding
requirement of the agricultural industry, T
am disappointed that the Minister should
not have made a move in resard to mar-
keting legislation on the lines of that ex-
irting in New South Wales and Queensland.
T should like fo refer o the proposed bonus
on wheat. There is a need for Parliament to
tnke notice of what is proposed in vegard
to the pavment of that bonus and the hasis
of the payment. For some time past the
“Wezt Australian” newspaper has heen
rrging that the bonus should he paid by
part-payment of the super =upply, and in
part to encourage fallowing. That is eoing
to he of no value to the State and will
certainly not be equitable to the pro-
dncers, If we get a 4% honus
on wheat, and are going to divert zome
of that to the snper suppliers, assisting them
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to get rid of their produet, it will not help
the wheat industry. Quite a number of
Turmers require the bonus to increase their
fencing so that they may be able to depas-
ture stoek. This they cannof do while they
kave no feneing and no water supply. We
require to increase the value of their wheat
crop so that they may get sufticient from
it to enable them to meet the expenditure on
fencing and the purchasing of stoek and
the inereasing of their water conservation.
1{ the bonus is not to be vsed Lor those pur-
[poses, it will be doing a grave injury to a
number of settlers.  An inereased use of
super may not be of advantage to  the
Farmer; i most coses it will be ol na value
{n him,

The Premier: And they want the money
now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As the Premier
ppuints out, under existing conditions the
money iz available to the farmer forthwith,
hut if it is to be supplied on a super basis
ke will get it some time next year. I sug-
gest to the Premier it might be as well if
members were to express their views on this
important matter: because otherwise if might
be taken by those in the Federal Parliament,
who have control of this question, that the
views expressed in the “West Australian”
and emphasised during the last few days are
actually the views of the public men of
Western Australia and possibly of the
farmers. A newspaper is supposed to voice
public opinion, and so in this regard it mav
possibly he acceepied in the Federal Parlia-
ment that the opinion of Western Australia
as a whole is in favour of the distribution
of the honus on the proposed new hasis.

The Premier: But we have already car-
ried a resolution here.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXY: Yes, unani-
mously, favouring a honus. But the value
of the honus is going to be discounted hy
the proposed method of distribution. In
view of that the Government should get an
expression of opinion as to how the bonus
ought to be distributed. I hope and Delieve
that the opinion of members of this Cham-
ber is that the distribution of last vear is
the only sound and enquitable way of help-
ing the farmers.

Mr. Doney: That was all Iaid down in
the resolution.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Tf so, there i3
no need to repeat it, but T was under the im-
pression that the resolution simply ox-
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J:ressed the need for a honus this year such
as was paid Jast year.

Mr. Doney: No, it went forther than that,

Hon., W. D. JOHNSOX: Then my fears
may not be well grounded. I do hope the
Federal Parliament will not adopt the ideas
propagated during the last month or so,
that we should distribute this honus on an
entirely new hasis, I want to pay wy tri-
bute to the activity and efficiency of the
officers of the Agricultural Department.
The Minister has rightly eulogised the activi-
ties of quite n numhber. He mentioned the
work of the olficer in charge of the wool and
sheep hraneh.  ¥From practienl experience
I know that oflicer is doing wonderfully good
service in eduecating farmers as to the kind
of sheep to keep, how to enll sheep, what to
atm at, to have o definite poliey and to
maintain eontinuity of that policy. T have
myself eained as the result of that officer’s
divection in regard to wool and sheep pro-
duction. ‘1 also know that my own experi-
ence is pretty general throughout the wheat
helt. T wish to express my appreciation of
his activities, as T do also in regard to the
other officers speeially mentioned.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8153]: I
should like to stress whal has already been
referred to by the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson). Last even-
ing the member for Perth said we must de.
pend upon agriculture, and that while
whent wns sold at a loss it would not always
be sold at & loss. That is not mueh eom-
fort ta the 10.000 farmers in this State.
The position relative to a Federal bonus
for wheatgrowers was set out in the “Daily
News” Inst evening. T would like to read
an extract Prom that article. It appears
under the heading of “A Bogged Gabinet,”
and is as follows :—-

The floundering of the Commruwenlth Cabi-
net ever the wheat hounty is pitiable. At the
time of thig writing it appenrs to he still play-
ing with the twin notions of payments to
superphosphates manutacturers and Stute rail-
ways to he reflected in price and freight re-
ductions, and also perhiaps a dole for ''neees-
sitous cases,”’  1f this is the last word, it
means that all the wheatgrowers will get this
vear is a shaving off railway freights and
although this will go fo the credit of the
growers’ aceounts it will not, in the great
majority of eascs, go direét into the growers’
handa.  Whatever advantage there may he in
reduced  superphosphate  prices will aecrue
only next veur. In this the prime considera-
tion seems to be not the grower but the snper-
phosphate manufactnrers who, to the extont
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of the subsidy, will have the henedit of a cash
pavment. There is room for more than a sus-
picion that the Commonweaith Ministry has
some advisors who are not wanting in astute-
ness and they do not happen to be representa-
tives of the whestgrowers. If the Govern-
ment has some good reason for side-stepping
a direct pavment to the growers it should say
strnight out what that reason is.  As it is, the
sugrestion voiced hy Mr. Lyons that & bounty
to the industry is cceonomically unsomndl is
sheer ¢ant.  If & bounty is unsound for wheat
all byunties are unsound apnd the sugar em-
bargo is angound and the tarilf is unsound.

Last night T said it was a pity we were not
sugar growers instead of wheat growers, It
appears to me that were we in the position
the representatives of Queensland appear
to be in, and had the balance of power over
there, we should get hounties pot only on
sugar. but on many other lines. [ have
heard discussions within the precinets of
the House to the effect that some of our
State farms should be aholished. I hope
the day will never come when that will
he even considered hy members. [ vefer
more particalacly to Merredin. I was with
the Minister for Agriculiuve at the annual
field day there quite recently. From the
point of view alone of the pure seed wheat
that is provided from our State farms, they
are fully justified. In addition to that thev
conduct a number of experiments, which no
farmer with ordinary resonrces could earry
out for himself. The member for South
Fremantle, when speaking on the Educa-
tion Vote, said that if our people were to
compete with the world in general they re-
quired all the mental cquipment it was
possible to give them.. All the scientific
knowledge that ean be disseminated amongst
the farmers through the medimn of our
State farms should be fully availed of. In
to-night’s paper there is a remarkable re-
cord of what has been done in Ttaly since
attention was turned in 1926 to the aver-
age vield of grain per acre. When they
first started there I think the average was
12 bushels to the acre. That has now heen
increased to 26 bushels, and T helieve ac-
cording to the latest veturn that in spite
of a had vear of rust the vield is even
higher than that. The Minister went to a
ureat deal of trouble in preparing informa-
tion tor membhers. He referred to the mum-
her of side lines which could profitably be
varried out by farmers. Recently the Pre-
mier spoke upon the =ame lines, and men-
tioned the pig-raising industry #s one which
ghould be enconraged, and could profitably
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e carried on by furmers. Thiz morning I
received a letter from a farmer who adopted
that advice and went in for the hreeding
of pigs. Recently he sent to Midland .Tune-
tion 12 pigs ranging in weight from 40 lbs.
to 80 Ib:. Even if they averaged only 40
Ibs, the tatal weight would be 500 lbs.. for
which he received the sum of 30s. This
works out at *;d. a pound. Of course the
farmer is not making a profit.

Mr. Doney: That mu-t he an extreme
case.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1t iz an extreme case,
but there are many others of a similar
nature,

Hon, W. 10, Johnson: It is nol uncommon
if the market happens to be glutted.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At a dinner recently
Lheld in Merrvedin the Chairman of the
Agricndtnral  Seciety. Mr. Teasdale, eulo-
visell the work of the manager of the State
farm and that of hix staff. At the same

time he veferred also 1o the ohsolete
tonls  of trade that were In wuse on
the farm. T hope the Minister will

he able to induce the Treasurer to provide
a more up to date and effective ontfit.
Serious attention should he paid by Par
linment to the wheat growing industry and
the calling of agriculture generally. I have
been expecting to hear =omething from
the, Premier regarding a econference at
which a committee wnx formed. This was
coing to put right the Earmers’ troubles.
There was going to be an amendment to
the Federal Bankruptey Aet, uniform State
legislation was to be introduced, the farm-
ers were to bhe given a five vears’ tenure
and their debts were to be funded, and
there was to be a general safeguarding of
the industry all round. When Mr. Hill re-
tarned from Adelaide to Melbourne he
said it was the best news the farmers had
had for wany a day. JMr. Stevens, who
was on the special committee, has heen en-
deavouring to introduce legizlation, which
might be of help to the industry if applied
ta this State. 1 believe that things are in
a hbad way in the farming industry of New
South Wales. After all the talk of what
iz being done in the Eastern Staies to help
the farmer, one has a right to expeet that
something will be done to help the indus-
try here, Very little, however, seems to he
comiang our way. I wish to protest against
the delay in regard to the proposed legis-
lation, if any is proposed. that would have
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for it< objeect the extenston of help to
farmers in these troublous {imes.

MR, J. I. MANN (Beverley) [8.27]: 1
listened with interest to the Minister’'s
speech. He referred amongst other things,
to the Avondale Estafe where research
work was being conducted In eonnection
with the fat lamb industry. He also visited
Beverley some months ago with his olficers.
and a demonstration was given of the type
of lamb required for export.  Criticism
was levelled against the Government be-
eause this 1,700 acres of magnificent conn-
try was so poorly stocked with sheep. The
view taken by those who attended the de-
monstration was that it was not a prac-
tical one beeause so few sheep were graz-
ing there, nnd that the illustration was
not on & large enough seale. [ hope the
Minister will take steps to stock fully that
farm. It has heen understocked for the
last three years. If it were stocked to its
full eapacity, there would be a saving in
the cost of admimstration. There was an
agitation thaf the property should he
turned inte a training centre for boys under
the Chandler Farm scheme.

The Minister for Agriewlture: Do voun
agree with that?

Mr. J. I. MANN: A deputation waited
upon the Minister buf he would not agree
to the proposition. This farm is given up
to growing of wheat or oats, but it was in-
tended to be used for vesearch work, par-
ticnlarly in the direction of controlling
the red mite and lucerne flea. To this
end a laboratory was established, but no
research work has heen going on. Undoubt-
edly there is a hig opening for it there,
and T hope the Minister will try to arrange
for the necessary finance. We want re-
seareh work not only in vegard to pests,
but in regard to parasites in the pastures,
and as to growing the right sort of pas-
tures for dairying. The Great Southern
is different from the wheat helt. I realise
the wonderful part the State farms are
playving in the breeding of wheat alone.
Along the Great Southern people go in
maore for mixed farming, and it is more
necessary than ever that researeh work
should he staried there along the lines [
have indicated. The Ainister would not en-
terfain the idea of Avondale being used
for the training of hoys. The question of
what to do with our boys when they leave
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school is one of great importance, There

seems to be little prospect of any
other channels through which hoys
can carn  a living except in agriculture.

These hoys, as was renurked last night, spend
their time on street cormers and will drifi
eventnally on to the unemployed market:
so that from the period of adolescence to
that of munhood evervthing that might have
heen in them will e knorked out of them.
We can realise what the Future generation
is likely to be if we permit this eundition of
things to eontinune. To-lay our only hope
1s our farming areas, and it should bhe the
desire of the Government to try to place the
vouths on the land where they can help them-
selves, and eventually the State as well. Re-
garding the wheat belt. 1 can only sav that
this State has been the plaxthing of the
Commonwealth for many vears past,  The
industry is carrying every load that it i=
posstble for it to carry. Bounties have been
given for alinost everxvthing else and though
ou - main industry in Western Australia is
showing a loss erch yvear, we are not yet
in a position to know whether it is going
to receive any assistance this vear af the
hand= of the Federal Government. I hope
the Premier will endeavour to foree the
issae and get some satisEaction from the
Commonwealth regarding the bounty fur the
eoming harvest, It is now that the wmonex
is required. We are anticipating a large
crop, but unfortunately the price of wheat
15 lower than it was last year, and from the
evidence that is heing given before the Butlk
Handling Committeé there seems to be little
prospect of the price rising  very mueh,
Consequently unless the farwers are helped
by way of a subsidy or bounty it will he
God help the industry in the coning year.
Each year the load is getting greater, and
the day is coming when the farmer will lose
all heart, He is working on credit all the
tim- with no prospect of relief. 1 notice
in the Estimates that the Vote for veterin-
ary surgeons has been redueed.  There has
heen a number of outhreaks of disense
amoengst our stoek, and it is only by obtain-
ing the services of professional men that
we can hope to combat the diseases. [ o
hope that the number of officers will be -
ercazed and that it will be passible for themn
to be kept in tonch with the various oni-
breaks that occur in different parts of the
State,  Tortunately, however, Western Aus-
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tralia = eomparatively tree from the diz-
€ases that exist in yther parts, but we hope
by the strictest pos-ible snpervision on the
part of the veterinary oflicers of the depart-
ment that the sntizfactory state of affairs
existing to-day will continue, There is one
more matter to which T wish fo refer. On a
recent trip through some of the wheat areas
I found that what is known amongsr farn-
ers as “rolex-poley”™ was spreading very
capidly. This weed 1= undoubtedly a wreat
curse, and impedes the progress of harvest-
ing.  From what I saw of it in the rastera
whesnt helt it is a heavy seeding plunt anil
will play havoe in our whent areas if steps
are not taken to eradicate it. I congratulate
the Ainister on the manner in which Le sub-
mmitted the Estimates of his department to
the Committee. We must realise that the
Departinent of Agriculture is one of the
most hmportant departments we paossess,
and I agree with the member for Guilitord
that there must be greater e¢g-ordination be-
tween that department, the Lands Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Bank. [t is iha
bringing together uof those three deparfinents
that will, more than amything elss, assisl
the advancement of the agrieuliurai indus-
try.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.33]1: I join
with the member for Beverley and even go
furiher with vegard to avhat he said on the
subjeet of co-ovdinafion. I feel that the
Department of Agriculture should have the
fullest assistance of the Agricultural Bank,
the Railway Department and the Lands De-
partment. The orchardizts of the State have
had a difficulty to face in respect of ferti-
liser freights. The same consideration
should be given to them ax is given to the
wheatgrowers, and T suggest to the Minister
that his influenee might be used to secure a
revision of the attitude adopted. The sub-
jeet has heen gone into in detail already,
and therefore 1 do uot propose to speak
on it at length to-night. We have heard
on different occasions of the importance of
producing greater quantities per tree or per
acre, as the case may be, and that is very
lareely the secrei of suceess. In the last
few hours we have read of the =ucecess
achieved by the Duce of Italy, Signor Mus-
solini, in regard to inereased production in
that country, not an increase of area
but per acre. We are doing the same thing,
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but our increaze has: not heen as rapid as
that of Italy. It shows what can be done if
those who have the power and the will to
do it will only exervise hoth. The position
of Western Australia from the siandpoint
of marketing remains much the same as it
has been all along, although we have been
very much heartened by the attitude ndopted
hv the Minister, and we helieve his vol-
leagnes, on that important subjeet. Our
marketing methods are at sixes and ~evens.
There is no marketing, notwithstanding the
raany efforts that have been put forward by
different members of this House. We have
on the Xotice Paper a Bill to provide for
the marketing of whole milk, and T earn-
estly hope that suceess will follow in respect
to that. We want marketing methods for
all produets that leave the Siate. The
growers of those commodities: eoncerning
which there has heen compulsion in market-
ing, have made progress. I refer partieu-
larly 1o dried fruits, and also sandalwood.
It was a remarkable thing that in spite of
the opposition of a section of this House
respecting compuisory co-ordination in mar-
keting, there was unanimity on the guestion

of contral legislation.  lLegislation i3
required for the marketing of fruit.
eggs, wheat and indeed  every  com-
modity. 1 would he pleased if it were
possible  for some encouragement  to

be given to dehvdration. We have not heard
mueh of this in the last few vears, but there
i« need for consideration along lines which
will enable fruit and vegetables to be dried
und made available throughout the year.
Then there is the ¢uestion of refrigeration,
At the second annual conferefce of ihe
Growers” Marketing Assoeiation, interesting
details were brought forward by Mr. Brooks.
it wa= pointed out that refrigeration wounld
permit of vegetables being carried in cold
storage for a considerable time, and thev
could then he marketed when otherwize thev
would be unobtainable. As for perishable
profducts there is the need which has always
existed for refrigerated trucks on the rail-
ways. The Californian term for these trucks
is “freightear,” and that is what we ueed here.
n the summer nonths it is poscible to carry
fruit in these ears withont any injury aris-
ing. During the past few weeks there have
been notices in the Press and excellent ad-
vice regarding the value of thinning, has
been given by the Chief Inspector of
Horticulture, Mre, G, W. Wickens, and
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many important matters have been brought
under the notice of fruit growers. Fvery-
one concerned is gratetul fo the MMinister
and those associated with him for what has
been done. There is no doubt that a great
difference ean be brought about if only those
concerned will take advantage of the advice
tendered. It is founded upon expericnee and
deting upon it will result in a wonderful
differonce. Only the other day Mr. A. C. R.
Loaring, the well known froitgrower of
Riekley, pointed out the tremendous differ-
ence whieh had followed the thinning of his
fruit crops.  There is need, however. to
stress that, because it is well known that (o
a limited extent, verv limited, T regret to
say, is thinning practised. As a matfer of
fact, omr most successful apple growers
practise thinning regularly. Mr. George
Simpson of Karragullen, and Price & Sons,
also of Karragullen, have proved heyond all
guestion the henefits to be gained by thinning.
The Education Department is co-operating
vary fully with the Depariment of Agvi.
culture.  Only recently something in the
nature of a model orchard was established
at Roleystone, and in this connection the
Department of Agriculture materially as-
sisted.  The local residents are concerned
about the importanee of the children in the
school heing taught along practical lines,
and arrangements have been made for local
residents qualified to impart knowledge to
do s0 in the local school and in other schools
in the orchard districts. When [ was in
Nawhour, in Queensland some years ago,
I was impressed with the wonderful work be-
ing carried out by the school children there. I
am not dhle to say whether the Depart-
ment of Agriculture colfaborated with the
Education Department, bug I have no doubt
that it did. Queensland bas made wonder-
ful progress in establishing project clubs
among the ehildren in rural schools. MHere
the Department of Edueation is collaborat-
ing with the Department of Agriculture, and
considerable progress has been made. We
have already heard of what has been done
at Yommah in the South-West, and the same

class of work is Dbeing earviel  out
in ditferent areas. I know of a small

school—the attendance averages ahont 26—
where no fewer than 14 of the pupils have
started home project clubs. That is a ve-
markable tribute te the work being done by
the departments concerned. The great dif.
fieulty that faces many people desirous of
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fuking up fruitgrowing is that of securing
land. 1 have nu desire lto rveiterate this
phase unduly, but in spite of all that has
been snid, the difliculty exists, owing to the
retention of * fand For forestry and water
conservation purposes,

The CHAIRMAN: That is a question af-
fecting the Lands Department.

AMr. SAMPSON: 1 appreciate thai, but
it serionsly affects the work of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which is hamsteuug
because of the inability of prospective sct-
tlers to obtain land.

How. M, ¥. Troy: 1f the Lands Depart-
ment will supply the land, the producers
wilt supply the fruit.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is not the Lands De-
partment that is holdimg up the land. The
dilienlry arvises with the Water Supply De-
partment and the Forests Departinent, The
question is so interwoven with this vote that
it is dilfieult to say it i improper to vefer
to it uidler this heading. T have noted from
vour air of coneentration, Mr. Chairman,
that xyou have wondered whether 1 should
have bheen stopped. Like mvself, you arve
not quite certain,

The CHAIRMAN: T inform the hon,
member that 1 am quite sure of my ground.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am glad to hear that.
and will bring it up under the water sup-
ply vote. We have heard a good deal ahout
the importance of experimental farms in
the wheatgrowing areas. No one disputes
their iuportanee. 1 have been over the ex-
perimental farms ot Merredin and Wongan
Hills, and 1 agree with evervthing that has
been said as to their value, Those people
who expect experimental farms to pav their
way «do not understand the position.  In-
direetly thex pay for themselves over and
over again. Unfortunntely, there is no ex-
perimental fruit farw in this State. Dur-
ing the evening reference was made to Ade-
laide, and 1 was hoping that the experi-
mental froit farm in the Mt, Lofty ranges
would have been spoken of. COur appor-
tunities for fruit production are immensur-
ably superior to those of South Australia.
There is no doubt that the climate here
more clozely approximates that of California
than does the elimate of any other State
of the Commonwealth. That was the
optmion  of the late My, Grashy, a4 man
who had made a close study of the ques-
tion, who had visited California, who had
condocted o froitgrowers” newspaper in
Seuth Austealia, and who was qualified to
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express an opinion.  1f tunds permit, the
Governmment should establish an experimen-
tal fruit farm. 1t would offer great oppor-
tunities for study: the advance being made
by insect life, enemics of the fruitgrower,
muakes it more than ever necessarv. When
for a short period T wa= ju Canada, T had an
opportunity, with the present Minister for
Lands, to inspect a fruit and vegetable ex-
perimental Ffarm in Ottawa. Jt was con-
ducted by the Department of Agriculture,
and the work was most interesting. Efforis
were heing made to improve different fruits

We  were  shown  fruits  that a
compartively  few vears hefore  had
been wild and almost useless and had
been developed until they were

neatring the stage when they would be fit to
market. We eould not unde lake what is
being done at Ottawa. We have nof the
money to spend that is heing spent by that
Dominion, hut it i+ essential that something
zhould bhe done here. We eannot afford to
continne along the haphazard lines followed
for so.many vears. There iz a widespread
opinion fthat whatever is hest will come to
pass in time, hut the orchardists cannot de-
vote the time and expense necessary to secure
the vesults essential if suceess iz tn be
achieved, T hope that when times improve
consideration will he siven to the establish-
ment of one or more experimental fruit
farms. We chould have one in the hills dis-
triets. another in Brideetown and another
in Mt. Barker. Each has problems peculiar
ta itself, and sueh farms would pay the
State. More wealth i< to be produced from
one acre of apples than from perhaps a hun-
dred aeres of erain.  Western Australian
apples have won the first prize against the
fruit of 2ll the anple countries of the south-
crn hemisphere. and we need have no fear
as to the wisdom of doing what T suggesi
T should like to express my thanks to the
Alinizter for the statement he made in intro-
ducing hiz Estimates. For assistance given
T should like to thank the officers of the
department, particularly Mr. Wickens and
the fruit advisers who mo into the feld.
There are not the Eacilities for them to
iravel and on this point T would appreciate
a few words from the Minister when he re-
plies.  Their transport is Jareely linited to
railways journeys and consenuently the ser-
viees of the advisers are restricied. While
1 appreciate the difficulty arising from lack
of funds, the imporiance of the mafter just-
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ititex special mention and a specinl efiork to
remedy it

[Jfr. Angelo took the Chair.]

MR, MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[8.55): I wish briely to offer some general
comments an the aetivities of the depariment
and later to refer to some of tle items. This
department being a spending department is
rather in danger in the:e times of economy
of having its Estimates redueed, but T am
pleased to note a slight inerease in the Fsti-
mates over the actunl expenditure of last
vear, This i~ well, heeanse it would be false
econoiny to ent down neceszsarv expendifure
for thiz department in a State so greatly
dependent upon its primary industries, Tt
can he satd of the department that it com-
pares most favourably with those of the
Eastern States. TUsually we consider that
we are behind the Eastern States. They
were established hefore ws, and on that ae-
count  are wealthier, and they have the ex-
perience of veare, bni when wa compare our
Department of Agricntture with similar de-
partments in the FEastern Siates, we ean
claim fo he guite as up to date. T do not
sugeest that we have nothing to learn from
the Bastern States, but we are holding our
own in the attempt to keep abreast of the
times. The administration of the depart-
ment is highly important, considering that
it iz advisory and that a ereat deal of its
work i= eduentional.  The departmental
oificers have earned for themselves a repuia-
tion throughomt the agricultural districts,
Tn the South-West where orchards have
heen established and where, in recent vears,
dairving  lbas Deen estahblisted, as well
as in the North-West, the departmental offi-
cer in each instance stands well with the
primory producers. Danger is alwavs likelv
to arvise from indulging in aver-landation of
our fellow men, hut we should give honour
where 1t is due. Withont nndue flattery we
can say that the Department of Agricultura
shows the efficiency we expect-—this applies
to many depariments—and it alse gives a
stimulns to the people with whom the offi-
cials come into contact. T do n.t know of
any moneyv hetler expended than that spent
through the depariment. ~No matter what
economies are practized, thiz is the last de-
partment that shoul! be attacked. T am
not suegesting *aat we have reached the
stage when we ean adopt the smug eomplae-
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ency that is dangerous to anv individual or

industry. We still have mueh to learn, and n
long way to go. The member for Swan (M.
Sampson) suggested the establishment of
an experimental orchard. In time past u
similar request was made, and | opposed
it. It was necessary in respect io wheat-
growing, and for other primary industries
that we were endeavouring to cstablish.
Although we may not have an experimen-
tal farin or orchard, we have experimental
plots. Experimental work s being carried
out, supervised, or assisted by the depart-
ment, but there ave reasons for that worl
that do not exist in connection with or-
chards. In every branch of primary pro-
duetion there are men well in advance
of the times and acquainted with the latest
principles of modern practice. They iake
advantage of the technical knowledge
spread by the Agrienltural Departmen:
and from other sources. As to the sugses-
tion that an experimental orchard should
be established, there are growers in West-
ern Australia who are well abreast of the
time in regard to up-to-date methods. What
is required is not an experimental farm,
hut that the efforts of the experts of the
Agricultural Department be direeted to as-
sist in the raising of the general averaze
among our growers. That is what is most
required in Western Australia in respect
of every bhranch of agricultural produc-
tion. I membhers are not inclined to ac-
cept my assarance on that polut, let themn
discuss the matter with the Managing
Trustee of the Agricultural Bank and he
will inform them that the general average
throughout the State is not what it shonld
be. Some of the producers whe commenced
with little expervience but were prepared to
learn from those capable of teaching them.
have progressed satisfactorily, but it can-
not be said generally that our producers,
in whatever branch one may desive to dis-
cusz, have reached a generally high stand-
ard of efficieney in production. In  that
respect the departmental officers have done
splendid work. Mentioa has been made of the
work of the sheep and wool adviser, and I
hilieve his methods are particularly appro-
priate to Western Australin. He does not
go only to those who adopt efficient meth-
ods, and are suceessful. but, having eained
sonie  knowledge from those people, he
spreads the information among those who
are not s0 favourahly circumstanced. That
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is the only true way of making technical
and ‘practical knowledge available to those
who eannot be regavded as being in  the
highest {lights of agricultural efficiency. In
co-operation with the varions agricultural
societies, including the Royal Agvieultural
Society, the Agrienltural Department have
done much to raise the standard not only
of our wheat producers hut those intevested
in stock, orehards and sheep. 1t also has
to he recognised that after some people have
atrained a certain standard  of  efficiency,
there is a tendency on their part to slow
down. The efforts of the department and
the agricultural societies Lave heen invalu-
able in inspiving sueh producers to attempt
hetter things. IFrom that standpoint alone,
the Agvicultural Department has justified its
existence time and again. L regret 1 was not
present when the Minister introduced his
Estimates, beeause 1 rvealise that the depart-
ment is capable of engendering wmmch en-
thusiasm in connection with the various agvi-
enltural activities. Fad it not been so, T do
unt know what would have happened to Wes-
tern Australia, especially i these thues when
people are not ouly talking about the depres-
sion but are ineclined to be depressed them-
selves. Fhat fendency has to he combated,
and we must learn from past experienee.
There i= an inelination 1o lean too mueh on
the Government, with the idea that unless the
Government come to the assisiance of the
agriculturists generally, they are in a hope-
less position. Within my own memory, I
know of times just as bad as the present, and
no assistanee was rendered by the Govern-
ment in those days. There seems to be an
impression regarding agriculture wenerally
that it is on the same plane as the man who
collects his wages or salary in a vegular way.
There never has been a guarantee connected
with agriculture, horticulture or any other
form of primary production. There has
never heen an assurance that all that is neees-
sary is to go steadily ahead. That has never
been the experience of Western Aaustralia.
T ean draw attention to industries that have
heen Luilt up entirely by private enterprise,
with little or no assistanee from the Govern-
ment. When bad fimes wete encountered
they were able to stand up to the diffienities
that confronted them. lLet me cite the posi-
tion of pastoralists in the North-West. Tt
15 not easy to develop that part of the State
and those who went outhback knew that a had
season or a drought represented normal con-
ditions just az mnch &#3 ¢ really good year.
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They made their arvangements accordingly.
They did not depend on the Government for
assistance but made their own arrangements
to keep their stock up to standard. In gzood
seasons they improved their holdings. They
provided water supplies, fencing and other
developmental work that enabled them to
carry through when bad times were experi-
enced. That position also applies to many
wheatgrowers, and to orchardists as well
Thev kept themselves abreast of the times,
followed up-to-date methods and selected the
best varieties to be grown. The successful
farmer or orchavdist did not wait for years,
only tu discover that the products he was
growing could not command a market. They
showed foresight and therein they differed
from others. Thus, T say, the necessity con-
fronting Western Australia to-day is to
raise the average cificiency throughout pri-
mary production.  That has been the work
of the Agrienltoral Department, They bave
brought to hear the necessary encouragement
and inspiration that has tended to foster
ambition in the producers themselves, until
thev too were imbued with the desire to raise
their standard and improve their methods. I
pay a tribute to the departmental officers for
the enthuziasm they have put inte their work,
1t has been asserted thot there are too many
experts ax=ociated with the Agrieultnral De-
partment, hut those who adopt that attitode
know nothing of the departmental activities.
I do not know where Western Australia
would be to-day had it not been for the
efliciency of the work of the departmental
officers in connection with primary produe-
tion, in eonjunetion with our agricultural
societies and other educational bodies. Al-
though we can congratulae ourselves in that
regard, we should not delude ourselves into
the belief that we have attained a high aver-
age standard, for we have not done so.
Hence the position we are in to-day. The
am of the Agricultural Departinent will ever
be tu increase the average efliciency in pro-
duction. Turning to the details of the Esti-
mates, 1 find that, despite the depression, an
amount is still provided for agriculiural
cadets, and | trust that will continue, Of
all the training given, whether at the Uni-
versity or at the Muresk Agricuitural Col-
lege, the money that is spent most advan-
tageously from an educational point of view
i5 that in respeet of the agricultural cadets,
The very fact that they ave cadets in the de-
parfment indieates that they are at the com-
mencement of their training as agrieultural
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advisers. While the students are under-
taking their eourse in agricultural science at
the University, they uve also gaining prac-
tical experience as part of the wachine.
These young men are those to whom 1 look
to assist in disseminating practical and tech-
nieal knowledge, and the money spent in this
way is the most economicnl that I ean
imagine.

The Minister for Agriculture: Some of
our best men have passed through their
eadetship,

Mr. MILLENGTON: That is so, and 1
aun very pleased to know that despite the
necessity for economy, the vote has been
provided for. With regard to the Siate
farms, some people think that those insti-
tutions are heeoming more or less stodgy
and that they are not so necessary to-day
ps in past vears. That i an entirely mis-
taken view. XNo maiter what problems we
lrave heen confroated with in the past, new
ones are always appearing and there is there-
fore always need for the State farms, par.
tienlarly when they are sitnated in the pro-
per geographical positions throughout the
State. Partieularly does that apply to the
two main farms, that at Merredin and Chayp-
man in the north. The work of the agri-
cultural farms is most useful as indieating
to those operating in fthe cistricts where
they arce located, just how operations should
be carrivl out. A farmer in a given dis-
trict may not be prepared to take notice
of an experiment made some hundreds of
wiles away, but he woull he compelied to
take notice of an experiment conducted

locally.  As regards wheatgrowing, 1 as-
sume there is stilf a preat denl for us to
learn.  As a matter of fact, ther¢ is no

smug eomplaceney about (he competent far-
metr; he realises he has much tn learn, He
is aware of the competition he has to meet.
If we are to be a wheat prodoeing country
and compete in the markets of the world,
we certainly must adopt the lates. scientific
methods.  Consequently, there appears to
he still need to carry on our experimeatal
farm=. T am not at all concerned shout
what has been said as to the ohsolete nature
of the plant at Merredin. Tt may he obso-
lete from the point of view of commereial
farming: but the experimental practices
are not ohsolete. Visitors to this State
who have inspected the Merredin farm have
expressed the opinion that in no State—T
will ot o outside Aunstralin—is the work
curried on more methodieally, Fuarmers
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must be assured that the experimental wopk
condueted on these farms is to be depended
upon, They realise that those in control of
the tarms have no axe fo grind, that they
are simply sceking the truth,

Mr, Griffiths: The methods 2ye np-to-date,
but the plant is decidedly ohsolete,

Mr. MILLINGTOX: From a commereial
point of view, that would be important. But
the point is whether the experimental work
done there is being impeded in any way. T
do not think it is. Tt will be news to me
if the work done on the Merredin farm is
not properly earried out and not thorough-
Iy reliable. The vecords of the farm appear
in the printed report. Of  course.
with an  up-to-date plant, probably its
methods might he more economieal, but
the actual wvalue of the experimental
work is  not  lessened in  any  wav.
I hope the plant is not so obsolete
that the experiments cannot be properly car-
ried ont. T would draw the Minister’s af-
tention to *an item of £9,500 for rabbit-
proof fences. Are we sfill to be loaded with
this expense? That would he thé anmual
cost, I assume, of the upkeep of the two
rabhit-proof fences.

The Minister for Agrieulture: There are
three fences.

Mr., MILLINGTOX: T wonld like the
Minister to say, if that is so, whether the
expense iz justified.

Mr. Marshall: Tn the northern portion of
this State it is not juzbfied.

Mr. MILLINGTON : Tt is a big expendi-
ture.  Could not the monev he expended in
a hetter wav? My impression is that fhe
farmer who -hopes to farm successfully in
any of those districts will have to erect wire
netting around his holding. If he depends
entirelv on the rahbit-proof fences, I am
afraid he will be depending upon a prefty
rotten stick. Tn any ease, there remains the
expenditure and T sav it should be subjected
to the closest inquiry. T know the depart-
mental oflicers sav the fences are absolutely
necessary.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
just had proof that they are keeping hack
10,000 to 20,000 emus.

Mv. MILLINGTON: 1If that is so, what
ahout the inmer fence?  Should that he

maintained 7
The Mimster for Agriculture: Yes.
Mr. MILLINGTON: You say yes, but

the gates are left open by the Earmers.
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Mr. Doney: How do you know the farm-
ers leave the gates open? Other people
pass through them whe are more likely to
lenve them open.

Alr. MILLINGTON: You say'the farmers
do not.

Mr. Doney: I say they may not.

Mr, MILLINGTOX: T have no evidence
that the farmers leave the gates open, but
there is abundant evidence that penple pass-
ing through do leave the gates open.

Mr. Doney: Some of them do.

My, MILLINGTON: In these times, if
we spenid money for the promotion of agri-
¢nlture, we should make sure we are getting
value for it. I am not in a pesition to say
whether the expenditure on these fences is
justified to-day or not. That is the question
I am putting to the Minister. T think there
should be the closest inguiry made into this
expenditure in order to find out if it iz jus-
tified. [ made inquiries myself and I sup-
pose my experience is the same as that of
others who have done so. Those offirers who
sav the fenees are necessary should produce
evidence to show that they are. 1 look upon
the experimental plots, including the assist-
ance to the tobaceo industry, as heing highly
important. Tt is a cheap and very cffective
way of hmproving farming methods. Tt is
far move cconomical than experimental
farms. Dealing with the items for experi-
mental plots for tobacco growing, T think
the Minister said that 110 tons had heen
produced.  Ts that right?

The Minister for Agrviculivre: Yes.

Mr, MILLINGTON: As regurds tobacco,
it is not a question of tonnage. There are
some people who are getting restive because
they are not permitted to grow tohacco,
They say they could grow it by the ton, hut
that is not desirable until we have reached
the stage when we ean grow a satisfactory
variety of tobacco. Unfortnnately, we have
not vet reached that stage. Just now it is
a question of checking our methods and
making sure that we can produce a tobacéo
which has the right burning qualities and
the right aroma. When we have achieved
that result, then we can set ahout producing
tous of tobacco. 1 hope that our soils are
suitable for tohacco cultivation. T made
some inquiries when I was in Queensland,
and found that on the tablelands past Caims
tobaeeo ean be grown prolifically. They
have an extended rainfall therve; it extends
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over a nwch longer period than it duees in
Western Australia.  That is an advantage
to tobaceo growing. I understand that in
Queensland tobaceo growing is reazunably
stecessful, but I do not know that anywhere
in Australia we can say we have solved the
problem. When we ean say that, it will
be an enormous thing for Amstralia. I see
two other Hews of interest. One i» an
additional amount by way of grant io the
Royval Agrienltural Soeiety for  distriet
displays. This is a new item. The previous
Giovernment encouraged the Royal Agrieul-
tural Soeciefy to erect a building and
wankad a subsidy of pound  for pouml.
There i no more interesting, educational
or inspiving display than the district dis-
plays. I consider the item is justified, right
up to the hilt. The other new item is
also of sreat importance. It is a grant for
grade herd testing, 1 do not know whether
thi= ammount iz coming from the Common-
wealth Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are
getting o proportion of it from the Com-
monwealth Government, but the amonnt is
nol definitely stated.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN : Herd testing is very
essential and it should he earried out, even
if we have to find the money ourselves.
Money so spent would be better spent than
much other money expended in building
up the dairying industry. We should en-
courage dairy farmers throughout the
State to form assoctations in order tu as-
sist e eondueting of herd testing i van-
ous distriets.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tt is the
only way to get the unprofitable cow out
of the herd.

My, MILLINGTOX: Yes. In addition,
every possible method will have to he
adopted to raise the average standard of
our dairy herds. It is a rare thing to find
one herd that is entirvely satisfactory. Peo-
ple have come to me from dairying dis-
tricts to get me to help them in their dif-
ficutties. However, the position of a great
many dairy farmers is positively hopeless,
particularly thoze who are endeavouring
to make a living out of 10 or 12 cows. That
iz an utter impossibility with butter fat at
1s. 1d. per Ib. In a great many instances
those dairy farmers could not make it pay
if butter fat were 2s. a lb, The Agricultural
Department should use every means in
their power to endeavour to inecrease the
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citicienex of the dairv herds in Western
Australia. The department might seek the
co-cperation  of  the Agrienltural  Bank,
which controls a great many of the dairy
farmers. There should be a weeding
out not only of serubby cattle and under-
erade cows, but also a weeding-out of in-
cfficient dairyvmen. This State eannot
afford to keep them in the industry. They
will have to be told that very plainly, aml
therefore someone will beconie unpopnlaz.
A person shonld net be left to imagine that
he ean make a living out of 10 or 12 cows.
On present prices it is impossibie to put the
industry on a seund basis under a 20-cow
standard. Yet it i nohody’s business to see
o thi-. We are producing a ot of butler, hut
only at double the cost that should obtain.
I wish {o pay a tribute to the tropicnl adviser
appointed by the previous Government.
Every man with whom I eome into ¢ontact
in the North-West is enthusiastic abouf the
work thot oflicer is doing up there. 1 helieve
there are rensonable prospects of inereasing
the production of tropical fruits in the
North-West. It will make a wonderful
difference in the living conditions in that area
#* the production of trepieal fruits can he
increased.  Also I wish to pay a tribute to
the various officers of the department and to
the administration generally. 1 am pleased
to note that the disposition of the Govern-
ment and the Minister i to maintain the
standard that lias been set and fo endeavounr
by the inspiration that comes from the de-
pa-tment to assist generally agrieniture in
Western Australia.

MR, McLARTY (Murray-Wellington?
[0.33] : Despite the fact we are getting such
low prices for our primary products the
Minister clearly indicated that the indus-
tryv continnes to expand. The growth of
the dairving industry has been most marked.
The Minister told us there ave 99,000 cows
being milked in this State at present. That
number will rapidly increase. FEven those
irrigation areas as they rome under develnp-
ment will make a tremendous difference, but
apart from that the industry is expanding
in every direction. I agrec with the Alinister
that the dairy stock are showing wonderful
improvement, Credit must he given to the
department for the work it has put in and
the excellent results obtained. The Minisier
to!d us that during the vear £1.158 had heen
spent in subsidies for bulls. That is monev
well spent, and ! hope that during the com-
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ing year it will be inereased. YWe should do
everything possible to encourage the farmers
to breed their own stock, particularly dairy
stock, because they ean hy eaveful breeding
and weeding establish a very mueh better
dairy herd than they could buy in the market.
Another pleasing feature is the fact that we
have new hreeders coming in. Some of the
best dairy stock in Australia has recently
been impoited into this State, and it has
been found that a large mumber of this stock
on becoming acclimatised have proved to be
hetter producers than they were in the East-
ern States from which they came. The dairy
shows now being held clearly indicate that
the stock are making rapid improvements,
Let me again touch on the zone system. Wae
have reached the stage when we should en-
courage breeders in all parts of the State,
irrespeetive of the breed they go in for, 1f
a  man  deecides  to  hreed Jerseys or
shorthorns  or amy other wvariety the
Minister should eneourage him.  One has
only to go to any zone to find that there is in
it different breeds and many of them. 1
know men who would, if allowed, go in for
a particular breed, but they are debarred
from getting any subsidy if they depart
from the breed preseribed by the department
for a given district. It wounld be wise to

abandon that zone system and help men
irrespeetive of the breed they favour. 1 am
sure greafer success will spring from

allowing a breeder to breed the stock he
tancies. Despite the fact that the price
of dairy produce is lower to-day than
for many years past, the industry must ex-
pamd until it becomes one of the greatest
of onr primary industries. We are now
at a stage in the development of the in-
dustry when we can rectify mistakes of the
past and help the industry generallv. The
department is doing all it ean in that direc-
tion. It is certainly going ou right lines
in improving the preduction per cow. The
member for Mi, Hawthorn pointed out that
we still have a number of serub bulls. How-
ever, I think the officers of the department
know where they are and are doing all they
can to eliminate the animals. The Minister
is to be congratulated on tightening up the
Dairving Act, which is a very good Aet,
The member for Guildford-Midland indi-
eated that some of the butier factories were
not turning out a satisfactory product. I
think the Minister will tell us that bhe has
goi over that difficulty and that his depart-
ment is insisting upon every faetory turn-
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ing out first-class butter. The figures the
Minister gave us indieate from the fact that
50 large a percentage of good butter iz being
turned ont, the factories ure standing up to
their job pretty well. Every factory should
he forced to export a faiv percentage of the
butter it- manufactures. It has been sng-
gested that we have too many hutter fae-
tovies. | have been wondering what the in-
tention of the Minister is in that vegard.
I am often asked whether the Government
intend to restrict these factories. 1t has
been pointed out that the more factories we
have the greater the overhead expenses,
while on the other hand it is claimed that
the more there arve the greater competition
will there be and the better the price the
producer will reeeive, 1t seems to me ex-
traordinary that with all these hutter fae-
tories we still have eream motor vans run-
ning about the country picking up
eream and earvrying it a score of miles past
one factory on to another factorv. I have
wondered kow that difficulty could he over-
come. Certainly a0 man would not pass
one factory to reach another at a great
distance if it were not that by so doing
he would get a better price for his eream.
The priee of butter fat is fixed every
month, and the producer does not know
what he is going to get for his butter fat
until be receives his returns each month.
The: price is fixed by a board consisting en-
tirely of manufacturers or their agents. The
Minister and the producer should each have
a representative on that beard. The pro-
ducer would then have a say as to the price
he was to veceive for his conmnedity.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tlo vou
think that would wake the factories pay thal
price?

My, McLARTY: I think so. Moreover
it would give the producer some satisfae-
tion to know that he had a representative
on that bonrd fo look after his interests.
The member for Mt, Hawthorn referred to
herd testing. This is most important, and
should go hand in hand with the subsidis-
ing ol stud stock. It would be a great
thing if in addition to having stud hevds
tested we_had grade testing as well. It would
he of considerable help to the dairvmen

and T hope the Jlmister will tell
us he has moncy  available for
herd testing, which is most important.

The wholemilk section of the dairving in-
dustry is still in a votten condition,
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and there seems to bhe no  indication
of an  immedinie  improvement,  Unfor-
tunately, the position = giving the pro-
ducers grave concern. Thaere are some
bright spots in the industry despite the fact
that prices are low. Only recently condensed
milk factories have heen established and ave
doing gond work. The Serpeéntine Cheese
Factory is turning ont a really wood artiele
whiel is mecting with a =plendid deman:d.
These factories must have a good effect upon
the industry, The Minister told us what had
heen expended in helping hinse breeders.
That i= most desiralde. Ts the subsidy only
paid to hreeders of Clvdesdales? T think the
hreeders of Shires should also be encouraged.
Some of the hest draught horses T have ever
zeen have heen of the Clvdesdale-Shire ¢ross.
They seem to have the weight The cross iz
# very desirable class of horse to breed. T
shonld like to know whether it would he
pozsible to establish an experimental plot on
ithe group settlements near Perth.  This
wauld be of great help to several hundred
settlers on the Peel and Bateman Estates.
They are closely settled. By means of one
of these plois demonstrations eould be made
as to the tvpes of grasses that ean be grown
and the different manures thatl ean be nsed.
Some of these grasses are sure to be succeas-
ful. and the plots would he of great ednea-
tional value to the settlers. Such a move
would be in the hest intevests of the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Agrienlture: (Guite a
number of ploats have heen established in
vour electorate.

AMr. MeLARTY : T wish to make reference
to noxions weeds. A weed thaf is particu-
Tarly noxious in the South-West, along the
hroeks and elsewhere, is the Watsonia. T¢
i= spreading rapidly. Ti is found on Gov-
ernment  property  neluding  railway  ve-
gerves, anil is establishing itself along the
roads. 1 know it is the duiy of loral au-
thorities fo get rid of noxiocus weeds, but it
appears that the Watsonia is spreading so
rapidly that it i= almost impos=ible for lncal
nutherities to deal with it. 1t has estab-
lished itself firmly alony the creeks and
rivers, but I think cvery cffort should he
made to prevent it spreading further afield.
The Minister also referred to the polato in-
dostry.  He told us that 4872 acres ha:l
heen planted this vear yielding 20,000 {ons
of erop. The potatnes, however, are prac-
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tieally unsaleable <ceing that they are fetch-
ing only 4s. Gd. a ewt.. equal to ahout 1hd.
per b, That doex not affer mneh indue.-
ment to the growers, wha are already heavily
taxed. Tt is a moxt expensive ¢rop lo grow,
The department has done all it can to help
these people hy giving them certified seed, and
has also given tham useful advice through
the medium of its olticers. The main difli-
culty is the prezent low prica. Perhaps
something could be done o areanise the in-
dustry and prevent the carcv-over of old
stoek, which is heing marketed (his vear to
the detriment of the new erop. This has
ruined the price. If anything could he done
to put polatoes on the market in an orderly
fashion, it would be a good move tn make.
1 join with nthers in paving a tribute to the
departmental officers, T hope the Minister
will do all he can to send his advisers aut
Lo as many people as possible who are going
in for poultry raising, but who hLave very
little experience aml are just embarking
upon the industry. This is 2 stage when
they most need such expert advice as is
available, I am glad to be able to paw
my tribute to the olticers of the department.

MR. PATRICK (Greenoungh) [9.50]: The
Minister i1s Lo be congratulated on the in-
formative manner in which he has intro-
duced his Estimates. Farmers are takine
an inereasing interest in the work of the
department. Recently T was with the Min-
ister on the oceasion of a field day at the
Chapman State Farm, which was revived
this vear. It was wood te see the keen
interest with whieh the farmers followed
the different experiments. There are many
probiems to be solved in farming, Tn that
neighbeurhood there is eountry very dif-
farent from that on the wheat belt, namely
Jam and wattle eountey, Tt is steadily go-
ing hack as wheat growing ceuniry, and
diffcrent methods will have to be adopted
to save it from that point of view. On
the Chapman Farm a great deal more by
way of experiment eould be eonducted. One
setfler has to a great exfent solved the
prablem by alternating hi= wheat crop: with
lupins. He has had rather wonderful re-
sults. One of our great problems in the
future is the maintenance of the fertility
of the soil. We have to a large extent
heen cropping new land. As that percent-
age becomes less, nuless the fertility is
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maintained our averages will go hack. Tt
is easier to get good crops off new land
than it is off Jand which has become diriy.
Better farming methods are requived, 1t is
in that divection the depariment can point
the way. We must go in more largely for
diversified farming. The department is to
be congratulated on the propaganda they
have put ont with vegard to the fat Jamb

industry.  We have been paying too mueh
attention to wheat growing, espeeially to

growing wheat nlone. Great Britain is an
old established farming country emploving
up to date methods, and yet wheat grow-
ing represents only 5 per cent. of ifs agn-
enltural industey, This shows the vast im-
provements we eould make along the same
lines. We are suffering great difficulties
to-day. T put this down to a large extent
to the arlificial prices whieh obtained jusi

after the war period.  No doubt those
prices foreed many countries to culti-
vate large arcas of land which would
never lave been used had it not been
for the high prices then uling,  This

was especially  so in the United States.

The difliculty is to know what to do
with  those who have been put on  the
land. They are tryving to remain there

and produee wheat at unprofitable prices.
Referenre has heen made to the advanee in
wheat farming in Ttaly. Ttaly, France and
CGermany onght to be importing eountries.
The advance in Ttaly has only heen brought
about by the maintennance of  artificial
prices. I[n Australin we have adopted the
poliev of holstering up secondary indus-
tries nt the expense of primary industries.
In those other countries people are work-
opposite direction. The wheat
in Italy and France is only
maintained beeause the price there has
during the last two or three years hecn
kept in the neighbonrhood of 7s. a bushel.
The depression in this State has unfor-
tunately eaused a lowering in the standard
of farming. A muoeh smaller aren this
year will be placed under fallow,  The
importance of this can be recognised by
the guoiation of figures from sueh an up
to date farming State as South Ausfralia.
-Last vear South Australis had sown under

ing in the
production

fallow 2285000 acres of lond, whichk
vielded an average of 1481 bushels per
acre. O non-fallowed land, 1,G85,000

acres were sown, vielding only 7.50 hushels
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to the acre. The difference ean be realised
more ¢learly in a drought vear. In the
previous year in South Australia fallowed
land  yielded 9.07 bushels while non-fal-
lowed land yielded only 284 hushels, 1
the vear 1928-24, another dry season, fal-
lowed land averaged 10.74 bushels, and
non-fallowed land only 3.65 hoshels. We
can realise what a disastrous thing it wonld
he for this State if we allowed ounr area
of fullow to go back under present con-
ditions. Another question the department
might look into is that of reducing eosts
by the uge of producer gas in power farm-
ing. That is regavded as an importan:
matter in South Australia. In that State
there is a standing committee consisting
of an engineer and three or four other
gentlemen, who examine all new patentz=
that eome on the market dealing with pro-
ducer gns as applied to tractors and motor
transport generally.  The reports issned
are very interesting. Tf, instead of send-
ing large suins of monev out ot the coun-

try on the importation of fuel sup-
plies, we could uge onr awn timbers,
it  would he of great lhenefit  to

the State. The Minister reforred to
the experimental plot in the northern areas.
This is a type of lawd which does not ob-
tain anywhere else in the State. The mem-
for Mt Magnel, when Minister, did
guite right in arranging o have 100 aeres
laid out in an experimental plot before the
band was thrown open for secitlement, This
land iz heavily timbered. A large percen-
tage of the thuber is pine. The land is of
o type not previously cropped in Western
Australin. 1t is a very loose, red loam
carrving a natural muleh, and it 1s able to
crow rood erops, as this vear's resnlts have
shown, on a very light rainfall. The Minis-
ter has indicated that with a vainfall of
ouly 8 inches in the growing period it has
returned an average of 20 bushelzs and 350
s, Owing to damage Noongaar variety
avernged only 14 hushels 94 Ths.  The main
erop really averaged in the neishhourhood of
23 bushels. Reference was made the other
night hy the member for Guiklford-Midland
to the faet that probably ne more railways
would be built in our thime. The arca T have
referred to is one that we cannot afford to
loave undeveloped. Tt is the {ype of coun-
try that will grow erops on a lower rainfall
than any ofher in the State and it is proh-
ably the only eountry in the State that can

haor
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be zaid to be independent of whether the
September rains are a failure or not. Like
other members, [ have been greatly disap-
pointed at the action of the Federal Gov-
ernment with regard to the bonus for wheat
production. They propozed a honus to the
super firm and a bonus for what they termed
niecessitous farmers, ov, as we might call
them, ineompefent farmers. Fven as ve-
rurds super, it might be that in giving it a
honus we are assisting up-to-date farmers;
but super alone will not make a good farm;
there must be good farming methods inde-
pendent of super. And it might be possible
for one man to use double the guantity of
super and with indifferent farming grow
less wheat than another Farmer might with
less super and better Farming. I hope
that it will be impressed on the Federal
Government that there is 2 necessity to
mive a straight-out honus so that the farmers
will be in possession of cash that will en-
able them to proceed with necessary im-
provements, Another matter on which the
Agricultural Department is to he congratu-
lated is the improvement made at the
Midland sale yards. Those improvements
were long overdue and no doubt will be &
great eonvenience to the people sending stock
there. T am in agreement with the Minister
af vegards the necessity for State farms.
There are many prohlems yet to be solved in
agriculture. There is no doubt the ordinary
farmer ennnot afford the time or expense to
work out those problems, and the Govern-
ment, by establishing the experimental
farins, ean save him a great deal by way of
expenditure in connection with needless ex-
periments. Tt is false economy to eunt down
expenditure in  this  direetion and T
hope the State farms will be maintained.
There is no doubt that we have a splendid
staff attached fo the Apvienltural Depart-
ment and T join other iembers in congrat-
ulating them on the wonderful work they
have done. T hope it will he possible not
only to maintain that high standard, but to
adopt a basis such as that in existence in
South Australin, which State provides ex-
penditure to maintain a high standard and
ulso to inerease the efliciency ot the depart-
ment in every direction.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [106]): T
wonld not like the vote to he passed withoul
saying a few words in commendation of the
work of the Agricultural Department, It is

one of the most important of our depart-
ments because undoubtedly the welfare of
our primavy industries iz dependent on it
to a large extent. o also wish to congrat-
ulate the Minister on the work of the de-
partment during the past 12 munths and the
very eclose personal attention he has given
it.  We are continvaly reading in the
papers that the Minister spends his weel:-
emls in the country furthering the inter-
cstx of the department. T am pleased to
know (hat the vote has been slightly in-
vreased, but the increase i= very small and
I am afraid it will not help very much.
I should like to gee the vole inereasod hy
at least £20,000, hecause we are short of
fiehl inspectors te-day and we ennld o
with the services of more. Inspeet pests
are gradually spreading and taking conirol
of quite a lot of our principal indusiries,
anel i we do nol carry ont mare field work
and cape with the pest:, 1 am afraid that
losses will result in many direetions in the
not distant future. A lot lias heen szaid on
the subject of the marketing of our pro-
duets.  The svoner we pass a1 marketing Aet
to deal with all our primary products, the
better will it he for the State generally.
Some miembers are not in favour of control
legislation, but 1 am of the opinion that if
we did have such legislation  and  super-
vision, it would help considerably. The milk
industry is al present in a most puarlous
condition and from infomMution T have ob-
tained I know that milk is being sold at as
low as Gid. a gallon. It 1= surprising how
the industry can be earried on when the
product lLas to be disposed of at such 2
figure. I am glad that sfome money has
heen spent on herd testing Auring the last
12 monihs.  That iz very necessary work
amul 1 have heard from diffevent farmers
how plensed they ave that the Minister and
his department have extended the work of
herd testing. 1 sincerely hope the Federal
Government will see their way to give o cash
honus of 4%d. en the production of wheat,
and that they will not confine themselves
to nevossitons cases. Tf they stort to do that
we will have one of the higgest muddles
that has even heen experienced in conner-
tion with the distribution of the honus and
it will be fonnd that manv dezerving eazes
will he eut out and that prohobly undeserv-
ing eases will receive the benus. Again I
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congratulate the Minister and hi= depart-
ment on the work that has heen cavried out
dnring the past 12 months.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Alagnet)
[10.10]: The diseussion on the Agrieultural

Estimates is one of the wmost inter-
esting  that can  take piace in  Parlia-
ment. 1 know of no  departinent  which

renders services to the community sueh as
the department under  consideration.  Tis
gserviees  may be ipconspicuous but  they
are npeverthelezs  valuable.  Tn the days
to come the work of the technieal and
professivnal stafl must be of immense valne
to this country. Without those services, the
State ean make very little progress. Develop-
ment has been takine place in Western Aus-
tralia during the last 20 years but that
development and the problems that have to
he dealt with can only be faced by the officers
of the department. It is quite easy in the
early days of the country to bring its fertile
lands into production. There is no handicap
trom weeds and pests and for a time the lond
¥ields o high production.  So it has been in
Western Australia that onr lands have pro-
duced a higher average than probably  the
lands in any other part of Australia. That
15 dlue entirely to the virgin eonntry, but with
the development of industries which spring
from the land, there also develop pests, and
those pests Inerease year by year until fo-day
some of thew are attacking the greater part
of ovur areas and doing mueh injury, I
those pests are to Te attacked, the work must
be done hy the Agricultural Department.
Any Minister who is associated with a de-
" partment of this character should feel happy.
The work ol the department is not ostenta-
tions, hut it is the most valnable work that
is carried on in the State.  In the Agricul-
tural Departirent 1 have met yuite a number
ofl men who give valuable services to the
State bt whose work unfortunately is not
recognised as it =hould be. There is no one
who has a pgreater Jove for or whe
takes a greater interest in the work to he
done  than  the hody of officers associ-
ated with the Agricultural Department. The
scientists  live their  profession and arve
interestedl  in  their - work.  That beiny
so, they can render far more value to the
State. The State i= fortunate in having built
up a technieal staif which is rendering good
serviee. The problems that are facing that
staff are most diftienlt to solve. There arve a
lot. of difficultie~ to-day in respect of the
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agricultural industry, For instanee, in the
dairving areas there is what is known as the
lucerne flea and the red-legged mite. Both
are eansing a great amount of loss and are
givitgr the ofllicers considerable coneern. Iu
the whenat industry there are other pests
which arise from time to time, whilst there
are also pests in the froitgrowing industry,
and so it is that there never was a time when
the activities of the deparfment were so
necessary if the State is to progress. Thus
from that standpoint the depariment is
probably one of the most lmportant in the
State.  In the vears to come it will be the
most important hecanse in a1 State which has
its people settled on the land that land will
need the services of the vllicinls of the Agri-
cultural Department.  To-night the Minister
spoke enlogistically of the butter pro-
duction, and the fact that Western Australia
had exported a bigger percentage of first-
grade butter than any other State. T do not
think s compavisen is worth while. We
do not produce any butter hetter than that
produced in other pavts of Australia and
theve is no disguising the fact—and it is not
dizparnging our own State by <aying it—
that other parts off Australin  have bhetter
dairving areas than ours. In New South
Wales  and  Queensland, pavtienlarly in
those tropteal and well wntered distriets
that bLoast of smmmer and winter rain-
falls, the production of butter is carrvied on
under  conditions  that  are  better  than
those in Western Australia.  Unguestionably
they can  produce just as  good butter
as we ean. As a matter of faet, they
have greater advantages than we have here.
't would be moere profitable  to address
ourselves  to  the fact that we labour
under bigeer  difficulties than  prevail m
most of the Eastern States, that here our
land is only just coming into development.
that we have to spend large sums of money
to fertilise it, which is not done in the ¥asi-
ern States.  If we approach those matters
from that standpoint, we ave more apt to
do the eountry serviee than by pretending
that we have the hest possible country in
the world. As one who has had some asso-
ciation with the development of the South-
West, | have no hesifation in saying that
il the same amount of money spent there
had beea expended in the dairving industry
in Queensland, the production would have
been morve permanent.  We have spent a
fl'(’]l‘l(‘ll(llillﬁ sum l)f money il'l th(" Sﬂl"ll-
West, abont £10,000,000, We have lost
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£6,000,000 on group settlement and will lose
£3,000,000 or £4000,000 more. 1t is of no
use pretending that our butter industry is
& very prosperotts one becawse it is not. [
was pather amused at the report of the Royal
Commission on Group Settlement, in which
they stated that although the expenditure
on group settlement had been accompanied
by great loss to the country. it had estab-
lizhed the dairving industry. 1f industries
are to be established by loging millions of
money, it wonld he possible to establish any
industry in this country., In faet, there
15 no industry that could not be established
if we were prepared to stand the loss of
=0 much moneyv. It iz true that we are
exporting butter, hut the industry is not
paying. A Jarge number of people engaged
in the industry are paving no interest; they
are leing sustained by the country. While
it may be a matter for eoungratulation that
we are exporting butter, it will he a matter
for greater congratmlation when we reach
the time when settlers ave able to pay their
way and are no longer a burden on the
Rftate.  We should address ourselves to
those fuctz. We should be under no mis-
apprehension  that the group settlements
are progressing. We hear the most doletul
aceounts of their position. We are told
that the group settlers cannot pay their in-
terest and will not pay their interest. There
i~ talk amongst the group settlers in the
South-West of rebellion against the admin-
istrationn. Is it not more important that
we in this Clumber should kuow jusl what
the position of those zettlers and of other
setilers 27 What is the uwse of members
talking ahout progress here and progress
there? It 15 due to us to have the faets
stated, aml it is extraordinary to wme that
no Minisier and no member representing
fhat part of the State has ever given the
facts. The facts are concealed. No Minis-
ter except the Premier vould state the facts,
because the Premier has the administration
of the department. There is a conspiracy
of silence.  Alihough dissatisfaetion prevails
in those aveas, and the greatest anxiety
exist= in the minds of those who officially
rontrol the settlements, not a word is said
about it here. Instead of that we get a
stutement that the butter industry is estab-
lihed, that we arve exporting so much but-
ter andl that the indusiry is progressing.
Every pound of butter we exporf iz paid
for by the penple of the State, because the
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industry is being conducted at a loss. The
mewber for Murray-Wellington {Mr. Me-

Larty)  said  to-night that much of the
trouble was due to the low price of hutter
fat. 'The price of butter fat is as high as
it waz betore the war and the capitalisation
ol the group settlements has been cut down
hy one half.

{Mr. Richardson look the Chair)

The Minister for Works: By two-thirds,

on, M. I, TROY: 1 confess I awn nol-
est in my statements—two-thirds in the
majority ol cases. Though the priee of but-
ter fat iz equal to the price that ruled he-
fore the war, the settlers say they cannot
pay their interest, eannot make a living.
cannot eavry on. That is a very unsatisfae-
tory state of offairs and it is bigh time that
the Premier gave an explanation on the
Loan Estinates or that some members rep-
resenting those arens explained the position.
I do not want to do it. 1 have adopted the
attitnde that if I did so, I might embarras«
the administration, as mewmbers opposite em-
hareassed me.  Even though I have been’
approuched by settlers, 1 have refused to
take  any  action in this Cham-
ber. But 1 know  their  position
and 50 do members who rvepresent them, and
the mabter should he discussed so that
we may understand the e position.  The
statement (hat we are exporting a large
uuantity of hutter does not explain the situ-
atton at all, Tt is very different from what
that statement would conver. T was sur-
preised to read a statement by the membew
for Sussex {(Mr, Barnard) and by Mr, W,
J. Mann, M.L.C., who represents the South-
Wost Province, that had the ‘veport of the
Hoyval Conmission of  whieh Mr, Horper
waos chairman and Mr. Lindsay a member,
been adopted, there would not have bheen
the loss that has resulted on group settle-
ment.  They intimated that all would have
been well although they condemned and de-
rided the report of the Commission at the
time.  They were most hostile to it.  Yet
now they come forward and say that if the
report had been adopted, evervihing would
hiuve heen satisfactory. Tt is extraordinary
kow people can ehange their attitnde. They
mwust think that we in this House have very
short memories. T am convinced that the
whole settlement iz in a disastrous condi-
tion awain and that a great part of the
conntry i= reverting to nature, The pas
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iures are noi heing top-dressed and 80 per
cent. of the settlers say they cannot make
a living. This is the position after ten years
of settlement and after the expenditure of
willions of money. Instead of being told the
position, we are told of the nuantity of
butter that is heing exported. One of the
Ministers said the other night that we had
io organise marketing and control marketing.
I am intrigued by the question of control.
Control merely means making the other fel-
low pay what you like to charge. Tf is n
wonderful proposition. The gentlemen who
advocate it lack, T will not say intelligence,
but any evidence of tairness and justice.
Members ask for eontrol which means hand-
ing over an industry to the producers and
inaking the people pay what they like to
charge. 1t is a wonderful position for the
men who control. Tt means control of tha
other fellow, making him pay what vou like
for the product, and that is all.  That 3s
the grand idea, the new policy about which
the Minister is talking. 1 think he said the
other day that if the milk Bill passed, thers
would be move eontrol.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The pro-
ducer 15 ¢ontrolled in the interests of other
secbions of the eommunity.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Well, the producer
ean get out of it. He coutrols his own pro-

dnets jusl as the producers in every other

induastry eontrol their produets. Tt is human
natnre to demand as moeh as they can get
and demand more and more as they hecome
entrenched. Tn the end they demand a price
that keeps the most ineflicient person on the
land. The follow who does the least has o
vote and his voiee will he heard. My ex-
perience of lifé is that the person whe does
the least is the noisiest. When T was ad-
ministering some of the affairs of this State
I found that the greatest agitator was the
reatest idler, and it is safe to say that men
of that type would secure positions on the
proposed hoard. They would fix the rate
for the consumer to pay, and it would he a
rate to give the casiest life to the least
eflicient man in the industry. Contrel will
not help the situation. TRather let the de-
partment aim at efficiency, at getting the
hest results, at getting the highest standard,
and not give the producers a monopoly by
which they ean slacken off their activity and
hecome inefficient. There is not the slightest
doubt that if the Government pursue a
poliey of control, such as has heen sug-
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wested may Dbe given legislative effect, it
will end in inefticieney, idleness and slothful-
ness, and will not give good results. If we
are going to compete with the rest of the
world, as we now know we must do, we must
have efficiency. Many countries are eompet-
ing for the only market we have, namely
the British market, and that market cannot
ahsorb all that producing countries can ex-
port. Canadn, Argentine and Australia are
competing for that market, and the only
way in which we can win it is not by eon-
trol, hnt hy  elliciency, Iy teaching our
farmers how to secure the hest vesults. If
we do that, we shall not need any control,
hecanse we shall get the market as a result
of efficiency to supply what it needs. T have
heard a lot of talk about orderly marketing.
What that may mean, T do not know. Oh-
derly marketing, so far as T ean judge, con-
sists of appointing boards hy legislation,
giving a monopoly to the producers, and

empowering them to charge what they
like and impose any bhurden they
like on the eommunity. By such means

we are told the diffienlty will he solved.
When T was Minister for Agriculture T intro-
dueed a BRill providing for marketing, but
not on those lines. 1 did not provide for
the compulsory orgamisation of the people
in the industrv. T left that to themselves.
T did nol give them an opportunity te or-
eanize until thev secared a fair majority n
favonr of the proposition. There was to he
no {iovernment interference; thev had to
work ont their own salvation. Onlx by
producers working out fheir own salvation
is it possible to wet results. My experienee
is that if people lean on the Covermment
thev will blame the Government for everv-
thing. T tound that amongst group settlers
the vreat exense was that the officers inter-
fered or that the officers would not do this
or that.  Timnediately the settlers were asked
Lo aceept some responsibility, they Wamed
the officers and the Government, The less
the Government interfere in such matters,
the bhetter it is for the settler and the State.
The settler awns the land and receives anv
profit gained, and the settler should take the
responsihility.

Mr. Samps=on: Those who are opposed o
compulsory marketing always complain that
the Government interfere, anl Government
control has nothing to do with it,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: When people et an
opportunity they shirk responsihility an?
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lean on the Government, and thai sort of
thing i~ andesirable. 1 approve of the ae-
tion of the Ministér regarding he distribu-
tion of wheat from the State experimental
Farms. TIn former daxs wheat was sold there
and althouugh the Government asked a rea-
somahle price, a large number of the settlers
could not secure any of the wheat that waz
available. Under the new sclieme the settlers
are allowed to put a certain quantity of
wheat into the pool, aml take a proportion
of the wheat from the experimenial farms in
exchange. By that wmeans they are certin
of getting some of the new wheat, There s
no doubt that the profdnction of new types
of wheat at the State farms, together with
the provision of pure seed for the farmers
have done much to inerease the average whent
production of Western Australia to an ex-
tent greater than any other factor.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tt has been
worth 1rore than anything else lo the farmer,

Tton. M. F. TROY : The two great factoes
have heen the encouragement of fallowin.r
and the supplying to the farmers of good
clean seed wheat and pew types of wheat
developed at the various State experimentsl
farm<. Tt has been said hy several gentle-
men who are assortated with the Primary
Produeers’ Association—T do net refer to
wembers of Parlinment—that we should get
ril of the Stafe farms or leas: them.

The Minister for Agvieulture: You arve
thinking of the Pastoralists  Association,
not of the Primary Producers” Asseeiation.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Thev are allied.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Xo, :

Hon. M. F. TROY: Of course thex are.
Thev arc represented o1 vomr exeentive.

The Minister for Avricultura: Nob by the
man who made that statement.

Hon. M. F. TROY: At anv rate T am in-
chined to the opinion that they are. T do
uot know of any morz stupid sugeestion than
fhat. The experimental farms have not been
condurted with a view to showing profits in
the shape of pounds, shillinus and penee.
The profit is to be seen in the results thai
have been obtained, following upon the ex-
periments that have been carried ont.  The
farm= have been purelv experimental, and
had the Siate desired to make them pay.
it i= quite possible that rhat end could
lhave been achieved. Ther conld have been
conducted as farms, and not primariiy for
earrying ont experiments. As a result of
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the work on the farins. we have new types
ol wheat. grain and cereals, By that mean-

the industey  secured  definite  advantagses
- - .

which  conld not  have beedm gained

in any  other wav. I believe in 1he

farms and | aw sorry there are not more
ot them. 1 am not ashamed ot what 1 did
to ussist in their develupment. If ouy land
~etdement had heen preceded by the  es-
tablishment  of  experimental farmus, we
would have obviated the lailures that were
experienced in the drought vears from
1911 to 113 and even later still. The tarms
have bheen of great valne and if  there
i= one serviee that ¢annot be disconlinued
by the State it i= that rendered by the ex.
perimental farnn-. The Minizter said that
the average yield of the State was increa--
ing. OFf course it ist it iz only lowieal and
natmral that it should increaze. Until the
last few vyenrs thousands of acrves of new
country were brought into production aml
were merely =cratched over.  In those eireuim-
stances the produetion could not he heavy.
During the last few vears, owing to the
neeessity for better farming and the cur-
tailment of aveas, the land has been pro-
perly worked. The farmer is fallow-farm-
ing and there are not now the large areas
of new country being opened up that char-
acterised operations in earlicr days.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
still room for vonsziderable improvement in
the average.

Hon. M. 1" TROY: OF course there is.

The Minister for Works: There i= very
great room for wnprovement.

Hon., M. F. TROY: [ congratulate the
Agricultural Department upon the new

wheats that have heen developed, and par-

tienlarly Bencubbin, which has  given
splendid results. [ have some friends in
South Au=tralia  who asked me to ~eund

them some of our wheats, and T sent them
samples of Merredin, Bencubbin and other
tyvpes, with which they are very pleased.
I know the Merredin, Nabawa. Beneubb'n,
Noongar and other new 1ypes thav have
been developed there, which have meant
so mueh to the farmers. 1€ the experimen-
tal farms had not done anyvthing but pro-
duce those wheats, the institution: munsi
have earned the gratitude of the farmers
of this State. T am sorrv that Nabawa is
not proving as good as was anticipated.
and perhaps sonte other strain will be de-
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veloped to take its place. As the Minister
said, the department will go on continu-
ally experimenting and so will produce
wheats fhat will take the places of those
that fall by the wavside. There is some
confroversy regarding wheat known as
(Hluclub and the department has been urged
to advoeate the non-production of that
type. It is said that Gluelub is not a good
wheal, and that its cultivation will not en-
hance the reputation of the State. When Mr.
Thomson, the general manager of Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd., was in London, he
aabled to the Government saying that Glu-
club was giving Western Austraban wheat
a bad name. In view of these apparent
facts, I am surprised that the department
is not facing the position more courage-
onsly. A deputation waited upon the
Minister urging the provision of a five-
vear term, T hope the Minister will refuse
to agree to any such suggestion. I cannot
imagine any better way to postpone a dif-
ficult question than by allowing it to stand
over for five years. If that suggestion
were adopted, then soon most of the farm-
ers in Western Australia would be growing
Gluclub. I was inelined to do so myself.
but a prominent farmer advised me
strongly not to go in for it. I did not adopt
it, and I am very glad that 1 did not. As
it is, 1 am not going to put my wheat inte
the pool if the value of my production is
to he undermined hy wheat such as Gluclub.
That is the danger facing Western Austra-
lia, If the Minister and the departmental
oficials arc satisfied that Gluclub wheat
will damage the reputation of the eountry,
let them say so and make the position
elear. The Minister has a duty to dis-
charge, and I ask him not to be embhar-
rassed heeanse a large namber of farmers
are growing Gluelub extensively. Tt is his
duty to look after the interests and vepu-
tation of the State. Seceing that we have
to enter into competition with the wheat
producers of the world, we should see to
it that we produee the very best types of
wheat possible. 1 ean understand farmers
growing a wheat that will increase their
retarns by a few bushels to the acre, but
if that short-sighted policy is to prevail,
the effect will bhe to oust us from
the markets of ihe world, for our wheat
will not be able to stand up in
comnpetition with that  produced in other
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countries, Tf the departmental officials ave
sure that Gluelub wheat is unsunitable, and
that its produetion will be detrimental to
the interests of the State, they should unhesi-
tatingly say so. Thexy should wmarshal all
the support possible to justifv them in their
action. There is no doubt that the growth
of this wheat is indulged in extensively, and
15 extending to the novthern areaz. [f the
Government temporise, Gluelub will soon he
the chief type of wheat grown in the State,
It has been said that the Director of Agvi-
culture is opposed ta Glucluh hecause he did
not grow it. I konow the Director of Aeri-
culture has his. peculiarities like other men,
hut I am absolutely sure that he would ot
be opposed to Gluelub merely hecaunse he
had not produced it.

The Minister for Agriculture: He has re-
commended other varieties he did not graw.

Hon, M. F. TROY: 1 know that people
are often wedded to their own varieties, but
T know that the statement made about the
Ihrector of Agriculiure is not ecorrect. I
trust the Minister, if he is convinced, will
adopt a strong attitude; but if he iz not
eonvinced, then T do not nrge him to take
the action I have indieated.

The Minister for Works: T am convineed
myself, and have cut Glucluh out.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister was
growing it extensively, and if he has adupted
that attitude, I congratulate him, 1 myselt
was rather impressed with the wheat and
intended to grow it, but when I was can-
tioned about it and had a Took at it, 1 could
sec for myself.

The Minister for Works: You have ouly
to look at it to realise that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, T wuas struck
with its appavent inferiority. On the other
hand, if the farmers adopt a selfish atfitude
and persist in the growing of the wheat
merely beeause of the slight inereased vield
it gives, it will be serious for the industry.
I want to refer to the honus on wheat and
the peculinr attitnde the Federal Govern-
ment have adopted in their latest propo=al.
I can attribute the altitude of the Federal
Government {o two eonsiderntions onlyv. One
is that they are disinclined to pay the honns,
but, having been fareed to pav it beeanse
of the pressure nf publiec opinion, they are
endeavouring to get out of it as lightly as
possible. They are attempting to do so
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in the most stupi¢d manney imaginable, [If
wheat were at 3s. a bushel, T would unot ap-
prove of the bonus. I do not think hanuses
are much good at all, except trom sheer
necessity to enable the farmer 1w carey
throngh, If it is possible for the farmer to
pull through and pay his debts, then I wouli
not approve of any Federal bonus, becaure
the money must come out of the pockets of
the public. Bonuses bring in ne new wealth
and must eventually be paid by the citizens
themselves. It 1= merely a method of pro-
viding temporary advantage and it iz not
permanent by any means. Tt owould he
rather extraordinary if in Australia all our
industries had to he honused, and the people
converned were to shoulder the responsibility
of finding nothing Ffor tlhiemselves.  Under
such eirenmstances, T ean unagine that in a
very short time the couniry would he eating
itself out. TIn the sperial cirenmstances of
to-day we must have the honus a= u means
of temporary relief. At the same time [
do not think mueh of the attitude of the
Federal Government. Withent wizhing to
cause any undue friction, T am surprised at
the attitude of members of the Federal Iar-
linment. 1 can throw my mind back 12
months and remember the hne and ery that
pursued the Seullin Government with a de-
mand for a tax un fowr and a honus on
wheat. Tu those days the demand was for
a bonus of 4s. a bushel,  The Press awd
Country  Party and Nationalist members
Joined in the demand upon the Scullin Gov-
erament and, in faet, T heard J. W. Diver
stress the unecessity for a bhonus of 53 a
buzhel.

The Minister for Lands: He nsked for a
fair amount in the hope of getting a little.

Hou. M. F. TROY: He suid it did not
malter how the meney was obtained, and 1
suppose inflation would lave heen suggested
again.  Members of the Federal
ment are strangely =ilenl these days, amd we
do not hear anxthing of Bertie Johnston.

The Minister for Works: The Bill has to
come before Parliament vet,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Bnt in those day-
they pwrsued the Seullin Government every
day.

The Minister tfor Lands: The Government
will not 1ell us even now what they propose
to do.

Parlia-
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Those who supporl

the present  Federal Government  are
strangely silent because their party is in
power.

The Minister for Lands: You will hear
from them all right.

Hon. M. . TROY: The Scullin Govern-
ment did give a bonus of 4l.d. per bushel
on all wheat sold in this country. That
bomus was very beneficial, The method by
which the Federal Government propose to
apply the present benus is, in my opinion,
extraordinary.  They propose in the first
place fu pay a honus on ruperphosphate,
The money will be paid to the superphes-
phate vompaues for the provision of super-
phosphate to the farmers. That will be »
gooi thing for the companirs: they will get
a ensh payment, but the farmer will’ get his
superphosphate.  He got it last year
through the merchants.

The Minister for Lands: [t will not help
the farmer to pay his dehts this current year.

Hon. M. F. TROY: No. If he gets the
cash, however, it is svme cncouragement to
Lim, even is be has to part with it the next
day, The superphosphate supplies ean be
ifinanced for the year, so there is no urgent
neeessity to pay for superphosphate. T do
not deny that a bonus to bring down the
rost of superphosphate would be very help-
tul.  Another method is to provide an
amuonnt to pay for treight.

The Minister for Lands: No. The proba-
bility 15 that the State will have fo pay that.

Han, M. P. TROY: That is 2 matter Tor
the State Government. | do not propose to
embarrass the Government by asking =«
question like that. The last suggestion i:
that the bulance should he expended to neet
nrcessifous cases.

The Minister for Lands: YWhe is going to
determine what is a necessitous ease?

Hon. M. F, TROY : The man who ecan tell
the most lies, the man who can make out the
worst ease.

The Minister for Lands: Probably net the
most deserving. -

Hon. M, ¥, TROY: The most deserving
will not humble himself in that way if
he ean possibly avoid it.  The last thing
he would do would he to 2o down on
his knees and begy and say that his

is a  neressitous vase. I think it
i-  ridiculous  that. in  order for
the farmer to obtain the halanee, he

should have to prove that his position is such
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that it warrants the granting of reliel. An
applicant For & pension under the Old Age
Pensions Act has to show that his relatives
are not in a poesition to help him: he has to
show bis banking nceount, if he has one; he
has to prove he has no assets or relatives
able to assist him.  In New South Wales and
Vietoria legizlation is being introduced to
provide that in every ease where the Gavern-
ment grant assistauee, applicants have to
produce the same proofs. One can readily
understand what the Federal Governwent
will do in this case when one has regard to
what that Government is doing with respect
to the Old Age Pensions Amendment Act. |
think they are facing the position in an
utterly puerile way. Whilst | regret the
necessity for a bounty, there is no doubt that
if wheat remains at its present price, it is
impossible for the farmer in this country to
carry on witheut some assistance.  Wheat-
growing is a very valuable industry to Aus-
tralia and it must be vemembered that the
land eannot be applied to any other purpose.
Therefore, the farmers might just as well be
kept at producing wheat as at any other kind
af work. 1 am not prepared to say how the
present problem is to be solved, The AMin-
ister for Agriculture spoke of the necessity
for encouraging the production of pork and
haeni.  That ean be overdone. He peointed
vut that one wheatgrower, by feeding his
pigs on wheat, was ahle to get abont 4s. a
hushel for it. Don’t encourage nll the wheat-
rrowers to do that; otherwise there will be
suo much pork and baeon produced that there
will he no market for it.

Mr. Sleeman: Is there
demnawd for pork?

Hon. M. F. TROY : There is one country
that draws upon nil the markets in the world.

The Minister for Agriculture: They import
£41,000,000 worth per annum.

Hon, M. F, TROY : They may import all
that.  We know, however, that there is a very
desperate  contest for markets for meat,
wheat, butter, egzs and other commodities.
There is very desperate competition. The
worst feature of it is that the whole world is
competing for that market. We must vealise
that Canala, Americs and Argentine know
Just what Great Britain bnports. OQur
pusition is that we make provision for that
nuirket and we arvive there at the time
when it is closed, That is the great danger
with rezimrd to this production of special
commoditiecs. The problem 2f markets is
cmbarrassing, because now =0 many of the

not an export

“is one other point |
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countries of the world are endeavouring to
hecome self-contained. That is the case in
both France and England. The British re-
presentatives at the Ottawa conference laid
town a poliev to encourage the production
of their own eommodities; and in England
My, Bamsay MaeDonald has wow <tated, in
connection with the unemployed problem,
that the people of Britan must make further
nse of their lamnd. Such policies are being
encrgetically pursued in eountries where we
are seeking to sell our produce. Tt is a very
valuable department, one whose activities
are rarely noticed, but at the same time are
of very great henefit to Westain Australia.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.56]-
[ appreciate the rvemarks of the Minister
regarding the tropiecal adviser and the good
work he is doing for the North-West. He
has rvevolutivnised the growing of tropieal
fruits in the North. On several occasions
have [ had a lock at that area, and I have
been amazed at the success achieved. And
by the introduction of many plants highly
nntritions for stock, Mr. Wise has rendered
invaluable serviee lo the station owners.
Frequently this officer is put to an expense
for which he can get no recoup. For in-
stance, wanting speeial tropical crasses, he
has to get the seeds from Honolnlu or some
other distant place, and in order that they
might arrive here at a suitable season it
beecomes necessary for him to send a cable-
gram to the Agricultural Department in
that eountry where the seeds are to bhe
found. The eost of that eable he pays out of
his vwn pocket, and under the existing regu-
lations he cannot elaim a recoup. [ strongly
recommend to the Minister that he should
fird means of making thai up to My. Wise.
The department has never lampered Mr.
Wise In any way, but has rather encour-
aged him, and I hope he will continue to
have the sane favourable treafment. Theve
would touch upon,
namely, the pig industry referred to by the
previous speaker. [ do not agree that there
is no necessity to encourage this industry. I
know a spot in Kimberley thar could he
put to good use for this purpo=e, a place
quite close to Wyndham. 1t is eminently
suited for the growing of maize. The ani-
nals when ready for slaughtering could be
treated at Wyndham for export. It seems
to me there is everv inducement to start
this industry in that locality, and [ hope
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the JMinister will take steps to encournge
the esiablishment of the industry.

ME. ANGELO ((iascovne) [110]: 1
also am giad that the Minister had some-
thingr nice to say about our tropical adviser.
T ean perzonally endovse what the Ministor
has zaid.  Several settlers on the (ascovne
who  previously knew nothwng whatever
shout the wrowing of tropieal fruits, by
carvefully following the advice given to them
by Mr. Wise have not anly estahlished their
groves, but are now making gond profits anid
a eombortable living. We are very lueky in
having & man of Mr., Wize's experience, aud
1 am sure there is valuable work in front of
himy when the real development of the Nim-
berlevs hewing. To develep the eattle indus-
try we must have improved stoek and im-
proved fodders. Tt is in relation to im-
proved fadders that the knowledore and skill
of the tropieal adviser will prove invaluable.
T have -~cen some reports sent by this officer,
not only tn the State Government, but also
to the Commonwealth Government, and
those reports prove that he is indeed a very
capiahle man.  There is the complaint ahout
the ponr price for potatoes, veiced by the
Minister and by the wmember for Murrav-
Wellington. T would vemind them of the
figures T quoted here a few wecks ago, show-
ing thar Malaya'is importing 10.000 tons of
potatoes and 20,000 tons of cmions per an-
num and that less than ftwo per cent. of
their vecetahles are from Ausiralia, W
kave the Siate steamers runnine to Malava,
0 why cannot the loeal producers send a
reprezsentative up there and see if we eannot
capture that market?

Vote put and passed.

Vate, College of Agriewlbnre, £7057—-
agreed to,

Proures= reported.

Huonze adjonrned at 115 pon.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p.., and read prayers,

RETURN—MOTOR LICENSE FEES,
ITun, A. THOMSON: | move—

That a return be laid on the Table sl.m\\'ing
the—1, Total number of private ears licensed
in the metropolitan area? 2, Totul nmount of
lirense fees collected on same? 3, Number of
motor trueks licensed in metropolitan area?
4, Fees paid en l-ton, 30-cwr,, 2-ton trucks in
mutrepolitun area? 5, Fxtra amount collected
on seel elags of (ruck for crrier’s liconges?
6, Total amount of fees collected for trueks
in metropolitan area? 7, Total number of
private ears  licensed in country or outside
metropolitan area? 8, Total amount of license
fees collected on same? %, Total number of
motor trucks licensed outside metropolitan
area? 10, Fees paid on 1-ton, 30-cwt,, 2-ton
trueks? 11, Total fees vellected on trucks
outside metropolitan area? 12, Extru fees im-
posed on l-ten, 30-ewt, Z.ton truck owners
plying for hire whieh neecessitates their using
main roads? 13, Total amount collected from
stich owiers? 14, Total nmount collected
from drivers’ licenses as issued by the police!
15, Total amount collevted for bus and taxi
licenses?

Hon. M. SEDDON: 1 understood [rom
the Chief Secretary vesterday that the in-
formation rvequired Dby the hon. member
would eost o conziderable amovunt to pie-
pare. In view of that [ think the hon
member should give reasons in support of
his motion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1t struck me ves-
terdav when the hon. member gave notice
of hix proposed wotion that it was very
mueh involved and that less than due con-
siderntion had been given to the framing
of it. T ngree with Mr. Seddon that since
the colleetion of this information will in-
volve inquiries ali over the State it must
cost  considerable monev and  time. Mr.
Thomson has not intimated whecher this in-
formation is to supply a puldiec neeld or
merely his own need.

Hon. A, THOMSON: On

fhe under-

slandine that this motion was o be treatel

formally 1 did not eonsider 3§ necessary !9



